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Words of
Wisdom

Since furnishing a proper investment and commercial environment constitutes a fundamental 
pillar in the country’s development, we have instructed the government to provide more advan-
tages, extend competitive incentives and establish a supportive environment for investments in 
order to facilitate business doing, ensure the diversification of our national economy, achieve 
sustainable growth and provide more employment opportunities across various economic and 
service sectors, so that the country could become an attractive investment destination and be 
more integrated into the global economic system. To achieve this integration, our government 
has sought to build a large network of ports, free zones, special economic zones and integrated 
industrial zones. It also extended support for innovation and entrepreneurship programmes and 
investment funds, both national and joint funds shared with Arab and friendly countries.

Royal Speech

HM Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
 – May Allah protect and preserve him – 

Royal Decree
50/2026

Establishing the Artificial Intelligence Special Zone in the 
Governorate of Muscat

We, Haitham bin Tarik, the Sultan of Oman

after perusal of the Basic Statute of the State,
Royal Decree 105/2020 Establishing the Public Authority for Special Economic Zones and 

Free Zones and Determining Its Mandates,
and the Law of Special Economic Zones and Free Zones issued by Royal Decree 38/2025,
and in pursuance of public interest,

have decreed as follows

Article I
A special economic zone named the “Artificial Intelligence Special Zone” is hereby estab-

lished in the Governorate of Muscat on the area of land specified in accordance with the 
attached masterplan.

Article II
The Board of Directors of the Public Authority for Special Economic Zones and Free Zones 

shall undertake appointing the person to manage, operate, and develop the Artificial Intel-
ligence Special Zone, in coordination with the Ministry of Transport, Communications, and 
Information Technology.

Article III
Projects established in the Artificial Intelligence Special Zone are granted the incentives, 

advantages, exemptions, and facilities stipulated in the mentioned Law of Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones.

Article IV
This decree must be published in the Official Gazette, and comes into force on the day 

following the date of its publication.

Issued on: 12 Dhu Al-Qa’dah 1447
Corresponding to: 30 April 2026

Haitham bin Tarik
Sultan of Oman
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Promising Investment 
Opportunities in an Attractive 

Economic Environment

Investment 
opportunities in 
economic zones, 
free zones, and 

industrial cities are 
no longer limited 

to traditional 
activities; 

rather, they are 
increasingly shifting 

toward future-
oriented sectors 
that constitute 

the backbone of 
the new global 
economy and 

the key drivers 
of growth in the 
decades ahead.

Competition among countries today is no longer based solely on the size of their 
natural resources. It increasingly depends on their ability to create an attractive invest-
ment environment and provide integrated economic ecosystems capable of attracting 
quality capital and transforming it into productive projects with sustainable impact. In 
this context, special economic zones, free zones, and industrial cities in the Sultanate 
of Oman are gaining growing strategic importance as some of the most significant 
drivers supporting economic diversification and enhancing the competitiveness of the 
national economy.

The investment opportunities available in these zones reflect a clear vision aimed at 
directing investments toward value-added sectors, in line with national aspirations to 
build a diversified economy based on industry, technology, innovation, and advanced 
logistics services. The wide diversity of these opportunities, ranging from manufac-
turing and food industries to renewable energy, advanced technologies, and logistics 
services, demonstrates the existence of a promising economic base capable of accom-
modating various types of domestic and foreign investments.

What is particularly noteworthy is that these opportunities are no longer confined to 
traditional activities but are rapidly expanding into future-oriented sectors that form 
the backbone of the new global economy and the engines of growth for decades to 
come. Investments in green industries, low-carbon hydrogen, semiconductors, cyber-
security, and renewable energy reflect Oman’s ability to keep pace with international 
economic transformations and anticipate market requirements for the coming dec-
ades.

The geographical distribution of these opportunities across different governorates 
and economic zones also provides an additional developmental dimension, contrib-
uting to greater economic balance, enhancing local development, and creating em-
ployment opportunities across the Sultanate’s various wilayats. Each zone possesses 
comparative advantages that qualify it to attract specific economic activities, whether 
in terms of geographical location, infrastructure, proximity to ports and airports, or the 
availability of natural resources.

The Special Economic Zone at Duqm (SEZAD) stands out as a clear example of this 
approach, offering promising investment opportunities in the fields of energy, heavy 
industries, logistics services, tourism, and mining industries, benefiting from its strate-
gic location overlooking some of the world’s most important maritime trade routes. 
Likewise, the Salalah Free Zone serves as an attractive hub for investments in pharma-
ceuticals, food industries, advanced technologies, and green hydrogen projects, while 
the Sohar Free Zone continues to strengthen its position as an integrated industrial and 
logistics hub, benefiting from its proximity to regional markets and global maritime 
transport networks. The Al Mazunah Free Zone also offers diverse investment opportu-
nities that support trade, industry, and logistics services linked to neighboring markets. 
Meanwhile, Khazaen Economic City has emerged as an integrated platform for food 
industries, logistics services, and service and real estate projects, strengthening food 
security and supply chain systems in the Sultanate of Oman.

At the same time, industrial cities spread across the Sultanate’s governorates are in-
creasingly attracting manufacturing industries and small and medium-sized enterprises, 
contributing to the deepening of the national production base, enhancing integration 
among various industrial activities, increasing local manufacturing levels, supporting 
national supply chains, and creating sustainable employment opportunities. This, in 
turn, strengthens the national economy’s ability to generate greater added value and 
diversify income sources over the long term.

It is important to view these opportunities as investments in the future rather than 
merely short-term economic projects. Every new factory, logistics project, or advanced 
technological facility represents a genuine addition to the national production system, 
contributing to knowledge transfer, strengthening local content, developing national 
capabilities, and enhancing the competitiveness of the Omani economy at both the 
regional and international levels.

The diversity of investment opportunities across special economic zones, free zones, 
and industrial cities demonstrates that the Sultanate of Oman is moving confident-
ly toward building a more resilient economy capable of adapting to global changes. 
This presents a timely opportunity for investors to benefit from a continuously evolv-
ing business environment and for the national economy to advance its path toward 
sustainable growth and achieve comprehensive development objectives in the years 
ahead.

Editorial Team

11 Exploring Enhanced Cooperation with Economic 
Zones in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

40

28

36

Why Invest in
SOHAR Port and Freezone

His Excellency Dr Abdullah Al Amri: 8,882 Environmental Permits Issued in 2025 
Reflect Expansion of Investment Activity in Economic, Free and Industrial Zones

Extensive investment opportunities
in pharmaceuticals and medical devices
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189
Promising Investment Opportunities Across 
Economic & Free Zones and Industrial Cities

Muscat -          :

Economic zones, free zones, and industrial cities in the Sultanate of Oman offer around 189 
diverse investment opportunities across the industrial, logistics, renewable energy, advanced 
technologies, food processing, and manufacturing sectors, within an integrated business envi-
ronment supported by modern infrastructure, competitive incentives, and streamlined proce-
dures, enhancing investment attractiveness and supporting the growth and expansion of pro-
jects in local, regional, and global markets.
The industrial cities affiliated with the Public Establishment for Industrial Estates (Madayn) 

provide 74 investment opportunities, while the Special Economic Zone at Duqm offers promis-
ing opportunities across eight strategic sectors, including heavy industries, renewable energy, 
logistics services, tourism, and manufacturing industries.
In addition, the Salalah Free Zone offers 5 key investment opportunities, while Sohar Free Zone 

provides 37 investment opportunities. Al Mazunah Free Zone offers 11 investment opportuni-
ties, and Khazaen Economic City provides 62 investment opportunities, reflecting the diversity 
of available opportunities and the wide range of sectors targeted for investment.

Investment Opportunities in Selected Industrial 
Cities and Areas Affiliated with Madayn

74 Investment 
Opportunities

Manufacturing of extruded polystyrene sheets

Manufacturing of woven polypropylene bags

Manufacturing of ceramic tableware

Metal cans factory

Masterbatch manufacturing

Manufacturing of polyethylene preforms

Manufacturing of semi-rigid aluminium con-
tainers

Manufacturing of bolts and nuts

Fibreglass boat manufacturing

Manufacturing of calcined lime products

Calcium carbonate manufacturing

Calcined dolomite

Reverse osmosis membranes

Manufacturing of engineered quartz tiles

Manufacturing of aluminium composite panels

Iron and steel factory

Childcare centre for working mothers

Vocational training centre

Tyre manufacturing plant

Refrigerator manufacturing

Air-conditioning equipment manufacturing plant

Plant for manufacturing finished fibreglass products

Production of polyester fibres from polyethylene 
terephthalate (PET) plastic bottles

Bitumen factory (waterproofing membrane)

Glass wool insulation

Sodium silicate factory

Medical cotton products factory
Marble powder (calcium carbonate)
production plant
Dry mix factory
Marble factory and quarry
Marble production from silica sand

Adhesives manufacturing from marble waste

Reverse osmosis membrane manufacturing

Electrical equipment factory

Electrical conductors factory

Electrical sockets and switches factory

Logistics services investment
Refrigerated warehouse for food and pharma-
ceutical products
Commercial services building

Residential complex (Phase One)
Electrical sockets and switches manufacturing plant

Dry mix factory

Calcined dolomite

Marble factory and quarry

Reverse osmosis membranes

Electrical tools factory

Electrical conductors factory

Electrical sockets and switches factory

Office supplies factory

Computers and accessories factory

Sustainable alternatives for fish feed

Military uniform supplies

Commercial warehouse complex

Childcare centre 
for working 
mothers

Ceramic tableware manu-
facturing

Fibreglass boat 
manufacturing

Food products 
packaging factory

Packaging 
materials factory

Aluminium beverage 
cans and food 
containers factory

Integrated honey and 
honey derivatives 
production plant

Copper scrap 
recycling factory Medical clinic

Manufacturing 
of extruded 
polyethylene sheets

Sodium silicate 
manufacturing Medical clinicMedical 

clinic

Sodium silicate 
manufacturing

Vehicle
fuel station

Workers’ 
village

Data recovery 
and secure device 
disposal laboratory

Outsourced 
Semiconductor 
Assembly and Test 
(OSAT) services

Semiconduc-
tor design 
company

Cybersecurity as a 
Service (CaaS) Firewall and 

cybersecurity laboratory

Raysut Industrial City
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Investment Opportunities in the
Special Economic Zone at Duqm (SEZAD)

• Opportunities for refinery, petro-
chemical and oil storage projects

• Allocation of 37 km² for refining and 
petrochemicals in Ras Markaz

• Allocation of 24 km² for oil and 
petroleum products storage in Ras 
Markaz

• Allocation of 9 km² for petrochemi-
cals adjacent to Duqm Refinery

• Growing global demand supports in-
vestment and storage opportunities

• Integrated tourism cities

• Hotels and resorts

• Parks

• Beaches and promenades

• Restaurants and cafés

• Entertainment and ser-
vice facilities

• Fish processing and fish 
derivatives production 
projects

• Utilisation of abundant 
and diverse fish resources

• Export opportunities to Gulf and 
global markets

• Opportunities for iron, steel 
and aluminium projects

• Allocation of 35 km² for the 
Green Metals Zone

• Cement, gypsum and con-
struction materials facto-
ries

• Utilisation of Dhofar’s nat-
ural resources

• Mining
• Building materials
• Manufacturing industries

• Large industrial plots
• Direct proximity to the port
• Specialised storage and trans-

port facilities

• Cybersecurity
• Advanced communications
• Smart electronics

• Industrial land
• Ready-built warehouses

• Warehouses and cold-storage 
facilities

• Availability of gas and electricity
• Integrated logistics services

• Data centres, artificial intel-
ligence and semiconductor 
industries

• Supporting the digital econ-
omy and future industries

• Establishment of pharmaceutical, 
biopharmaceutical, vaccine and 
dietary supplement plants

• Supporting pharmaceutical securi-
ty and exports to global markets

• Target markets: Gulf countries, 
Africa, Yemen and the Indian sub-
continent

• Green hydrogen and green 
ammonia projects

• Production of sustainable avia-
tion fuel and green steel

• Target markets: Europe and 
Asia

• Dairy, frozen food, juice and 
seafood processing plants

• Enhancing food security and 
exports

• Target markets: Gulf countries, 
East Africa and Yemen

• Establishment of electric, hydrogen-pow-
ered and conventional vehicle factories

• Opportunities for vehicle spare parts 
manufacturing

• Allocation of an automotive zone within 
medium industries

• Availability of raw materials and industri-
al infrastructure

• Allocation of 48 km² for mining 
and cement industries

• Availability of raw materials re-
quired for mining industries

• Opportunities for manufacturing 
and direct export through ports

• Leveraging the facilities of Port of 
Duqm and Duqm Airport

• Opportunities for shipping and inter-
national transport companies

• Support for supply chains, storage and 
regional distribution

• Projects for renewable 
energy production and 
component manufac-
turing

• Assembly of solar pan-
els and wind turbines

• Allocation of areas for green indus-
tries of various sizes

Investment Opportunities 
in Salalah Free Zone

• Manufacture of extruded polystyrene sheets
• Manufacture of woven polypropylene bags
• Manufacture of masterbatch
• Manufacture of polyethylene bottle preforms
• Reverse osmosis membranes
• Production of polyester fibre from polyethylene tereph-

thalate (PET) plastic bottles
• Manufacture of medical tools and devices

• Metal cans factory
• Aluminium foil manufacturing
• Manufacture of semi-rigid aluminium containers/trays
• Manufacture of bolts and nuts
• Manufacture of aluminium composite panels
• Iron and steel plant
• Tyre manufacturing plant
• Manufacture of electric battery products
• Refrigerator manufacturing

• Active pharmaceutical intermediates for β-type antibiotics
• Caps, closures, and containers
• Bottles, inner liners, and packaging films
• Pharmaceutical packaging and rigid containers
• Pharmaceutical packaging foils and tubes
• Gas packaging solutions
• Dermatological creams

• Manufacture of quicklime products
• Manufacture of refined copper moulds
• Manufacture of calcium carbonate
• Calcined dolomite
• Manufacture of engineered quartz tiles
• Bitumen factory (waterproofing membrane)
• Glass wool insulation
• Sodium silicate plant

• Fibreglass manufacturing
• Plant for producing finished glass fibre products 

for the solar panel industry

• Ready-built dry and refrigerated storage facilities

• Industries related to white sugar products
• Industries related to flour products
• Industries related to nut products

Investment Opportunities 
in Sohar Free Zone
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Exploring Enhanced Cooperation with Economic 
Zones in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Riyadh -          :

During his official visit to the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, His Excellency Qais bin 
Mohammed Al Yousef, Chairman of the 
Public Authority for Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ), discussed 
enhancing economic cooperation be-
tween the two brotherly countries in 
the fields of economic zones, industry, 
and logistics.

During the visit, His Excellency and the 
accompanying delegation met with His 
Excellency Fahad bin Abduljalil Al-Saif, 
Minister of Investment and Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the Econom-
ic Cities and Special Zones Authority 
(ECZA), in the presence of His Excellency 
Mazen AlSaleh, Acting Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Economic Cities and Special 
Zones Authority. The meeting discussed 
ways to strengthen economic and in-
vestment cooperation between the 
Sultanate of Oman and the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, particularly in the areas 
of special economic zones, free zones, 
and industrial cities. The two sides also 
reviewed the latest developments re-
garding the Special Economic Zone in Al 
Dhahirah Governorate, located near the 

Oman–Saudi border, which is achieving 
high completion rates in infrastructure 
works. Both sides emphasized the ex-
pected role of the zone in enhancing 
economic activity between the two 
countries, as ongoing efforts continue 
to position it as a logistics and industrial 
hub.

His Excellency Qais bin Mohammed 
Al Yousef also met during his visit to 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia with His 
Excellency Bandar bin Ibrahim Alkhor-
ayef, Minister of Industry and Mineral 
Resources and Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Saudi Authority for 

Industrial Cities and Technology Zones 
(MODON). During the meeting, the 
two sides discussed strengthening co-
operation in the industrial sector. His 
Excellency also met with His Excellen-
cy Sultan Al-Marshad, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Saudi Fund for Develop-
ment, where they discussed coopera-
tion in development projects financed 
by the Fund. In addition, His Excellency 
Qais bin Mohammed Al Yousef met with 
His Excellency Abdullah bin Mohammed 
Al-Sadhan, Deputy Governor for Oper-
ations at the Zakat, Tax and Customs 
Authority.

Panama -          :

The Public Authority for Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ) participated 
in the 12th World Congress of the World 
Free Zones Organization (World FZO), 
hosted by the Republic of Panama under 
the theme: “Free Zones in the New Global 
Operating Model: Challenges and Oppor-
tunities”.

The OPAZ delegation was headed by H.E. 
Qais bin Mohammed Al Yousef, Chairman 
of the Public Authority for Special Econom-
ic Zones and Free Zones. During his partic-
ipation in the Ministerial Roundtable held 
as part of the congress, he affirmed that 
global economic and geopolitical changes 
are creating a new model for the operation 
of economic and free zones, based on op-
erational resilience, service efficiency, and 
enhancing the reliability of supply chains.

He pointed out that the Sultanate of 
Oman is working to develop its economic 
zones into integrated platforms that sup-
port trade and investment and provide a 
business environment capable of adapting 
to rapid global transformations.

He explained that Oman’s strategic loca-

tion, advanced infrastructure, developed 
ports, economic, free and industrial zones, 
in addition to investment-supportive pol-
icies, strengthen its position as a trusted 
regional hub for economy, trade, logistics 
services, and value-added industries. He 
also affirmed OPAZ’s commitment to ex-
panding international partnerships and 
benefiting from global best practices to 
enhance the competitiveness of economic 
and free zones and support economic di-
versification objectives.

OPAZ also participated in the Annual 
General Assembly meetings of the World 
Free Zones Organization, which discussed 

the organization’s priorities amid new 
global transformations and geopolitical 
developments. During the meetings, sev-
eral initiatives and programmes were ap-
proved that will positively benefit the or-
ganization’s members.

OPAZ’s participation in the congress re-
flects its growing presence in the economic 
and free zones sector, while showcasing 
the investment opportunities offered by 
special economic zones, free zones and 
industrial cities, along with their advanced 
infrastructure, competitive incentives and 
strategic location connecting regional and 
global markets.

OPAZ participates in World FZO Conference in Panama…
Qais Al Yousef highlights investment opportunities

Reviewing the implementation progress of the Special
Economic Zone project in Al Dhahirah Governorate

• Ready-built workshops and 
warehouses

• Bottled water, juice and soft 
drinks factories

• Furniture factories
• Three-star hotel
• Commercial promenade (restau-

rants, retail outlets, offices and 
apartments)

• Residential complex

• Processing and freezing of fresh fruits and 
vegetables

• Production of chocolate and peanut butter
• Ice cream manufacturing
• Gelatine manufacturing
• Spices and herbs processing
• Condensed milk production
• Canned chickpeas and tahini sauce manu-

facturing
• Natural and concentrated juice production
• Vinegar manufacturing
• Jam and jelly production

• Hot beverage manufacturing
• Noodle production
• Dairy alternatives manufacturing
• Popcorn production
• Breakfast cereals manufacturing
• Integrated infant formula manufacturing plant
• Powdered milk production
• Ready-made soup manufacturing
• Meat products manufacturing
• Ready-to-cook seafood products factory
• Food industries complex
• Marine industries complex

Vehicle service centre Truck service centre Distribution centre for meat, poultry 
and frozen food products

Investment Opportunities 
in Al Mazunah Free Zone

Light food manufacturing plants

Iron products factories

Blending and packaging of motor 
oils and derivatives

Other activities related to animal 
and poultry feed manufacturing

July
2026

July
202610 11



Reviewing Infrastructure Readiness
at Al Rawdah Special Economic Zone

Discussing investment opportunities and the
competitive advantages offered by the zone to investors
Mahdah -          :

His Excellency Qais bin Mohammed 
Al Yousef, Chairman of the Public Au-
thority for Special Economic Zones and 
Free Zones (OPAZ), conducted a field 
visit to the Al Rawdah Special Economic 
Zone project in Al Buraimi Governorate, 
where he met with His Excellency Sayyid 
Dr. Hamad bin Ahmed Al Busaidi, Gov-
ernor of Al Buraimi, as part of efforts to 
monitor the progress of development 
projects and strengthen the attraction of 
quality investments to the governorate.

The meeting included a presentation 
on the economic activity in Al Buraimi 
Governorate and the growth witnessed 

in commercial activities and the business 
environment, in addition to highlight-
ing joint efforts aimed at empowering 
the private sector and enhancing the 
governorate’s attractiveness to invest-
ments, in line with the government’s 
direction toward supporting compre-
hensive economic development across 
all governorates.

The visit also included a field tour of 
the Al Rawdah Special Economic Zone, 
with the participation of an investment 
delegation from the Emirate of Dubai 
in the United Arab Emirates, and in the 
presence of Abdulla Al Hashmi, Chief 
Operating Officer of DP World.

His Excellency and the accompanying 
delegation reviewed the level of infra-

structure readiness in the Al Rawdah 
Special Economic Zone and were briefed 
on the investment opportunities avail-
able in the industrial, commercial, and 
service sectors, which enjoy relative ad-
vantages that enhance the zone’s attrac-
tiveness to investors due to its strategic 
location. The briefing was delivered by 
Mahdah Development Company.

The meeting and visit were attended 
by a number of Their Excellencies the 
Walis, sheikhs, and dignitaries of Al Bu-
raimi Governorate, as part of efforts to 
strengthen community engagement and 
keep them informed of the latest devel-
opments and implementation stages of 
the Al Rawdah Special Economic Zone 
project.

OPAZ participates in Kazan International Forum

Kazan -          :

The Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ) par-
ticipated in the International Economic 
Forum “Russia – Islamic World: Kazan-
Forum 2026”, held in Kazan, Republic of 
Tatarstan, Russia.

The OPAZ delegation to the forum 
was headed by H.E. Eng. Ahmed bin 
Hassan Al Dheeb, Deputy Chairman of 
OPAZ. The participation aimed to pro-
mote the investment environment in 
special economic zones, free zones and 
industrial cities, while highlighting the 
advantages and incentives offered by 
OPAZ to international investors. It also 
sought to strengthen strategic partner-
ships and open new avenues of cooper-
ation with the Russian side, particularly 
the Republic of Tatarstan, in addition to 
exchanging knowledge and benefiting 
from Russian expertise in technical infra-
structure and specialised management 
of economic zones.

During his participation in the panel 
discussions, H.E. Eng. Ahmed bin Has-
san Al Dheeb affirmed that the Sultan-
ate of Oman offers numerous invest-
ment opportunities for investors from 
around the world. Speaking during the 
“International Industrial Cooperation” 
session, he highlighted that the Sultan-

ate of Oman has an infrastructure that 
supports industrial projects, in addition 
to an integrated network of ports that 
contributes to the growth of industrial 
exports. He also shed light on the in-
frastructure solutions provided by the 
zones, available investment opportuni-
ties and the importance of logistics inte-
gration.

During his participation in the panel 
discussions and meetings of the Oman–
Russia Business Seminar, organised by 
the Oman Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry to showcase joint investment 

opportunities and attended by His Ex-
cellency Rustam Minnikhanov, Rais of 
the Republic of Tatarstan, H.E. Eng. the 
Deputy Chairman of OPAZ delivered a 
speech highlighting the promising in-
vestment opportunities in special eco-
nomic zones, free zones and industrial 
cities in the Sultanate of Oman. He also 
reviewed the industrial and logistics ca-
pabilities offered by these zones and 
the investment environment supporting 
value chains, noting that investment 
growth in these zones exceeded 50% 
over the past five years.

Beijing -          :

A delegation from the Public Au-
thority for Special Economic Zones 
and Free Zones (OPAZ), during its vis-
it to the People’s Republic of China, 
explored high-tech industries in the 
fields of pharmaceuticals and medical 
devices, and discussed enhancing co-
operation with companies operating 
in the logistics sector and storage of 
petroleum products.

The delegation was headed by H.E. 
Eng. Ahmed bin Hassan Al Dheeb, 
Deputy Chairman of the Public Au-
thority for Special Economic Zones and 
Free Zones (OPAZ), with the participa-
tion of a number of officials from eco-
nomic zones, Khazaen Economic City 
and Sohar Port.

The delegation visited several Chi-
nese cities, where it met with a number 
of government officials and companies 
specialised in biopharmaceuticals, oil 
and petroleum storage facilities, in ad-
dition to conducting field visits to eco-
nomic zones and advanced factories 
producing medical equipment.

Exploring Opportunities to Attract Pharmaceutical Industries and Enhance 
Logistics Cooperation and Storage of Petroleum Products with China

Abu Dhabi -          :

His Excellency Qais bin Mohammed 
Al Yousef, Chairman of the Public 
Authority for Special Economic Zones 
and Free Zones (OPAZ), met with His 
Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Vice President of the United 
Arab Emirates, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, and Chairman of the Presidential 
Court, in the UAE capital, Abu Dhabi, 
to enhance economic and investment 
cooperation in economic zones, free 
zones, and industrial cities.

During the meeting, the two sides 
reviewed areas of economic coopera-
tion and opportunities for integration 
between the economic and free zones 
in the two brotherly countries, in ad-
dition to discussing investment op-
portunities in industrial, logistics, and 
advanced technology sectors.

His Excellency also met with His Ex-
cellency Abdullah bin Touq Al Marri, 
Minister of Economy and Tourism of 

the United Arab Emirates, and His 
Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed 
Al Maktoum, President of the Dubai 
Civil Aviation Authority, along with 
a number of officials, investors, and 
entrepreneurs from various economic 
sectors.

The meetings discussed opportuni-
ties to enhance economic and invest-
ment cooperation and exchange ex-

pertise and knowledge in the fields of 
developing economic and free zones, 
advanced industrial technologies, 
lifestyles in economic cities, and best 
practices for improving the business 
environment, in a manner that sup-
ports the competitiveness of economic 
zones and enhances the attraction of 
quality investments and regional sup-
ply chains.

Oman and the UAE Discuss Enhancing Cooperation 
in Economic Zones, Free Zones, and Industrial Cities

The forum promoted the investment environment and 
highlighted incentives and advantages
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Al Duqm -          :

The Public Authority for Special Econom-
ic Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ) signed 10 
investment agreements and cooperation 
memoranda for the establishment of new 
projects in the Special Economic Zone at 
Duqm, with a total value of RO 2.9 billion, 
equivalent to approximately USD 7.5 bil-
lion.

The agreements included the implemen-
tation of the downstream scope of Phas-
es II and III of the ACME Green Hydrogen 
Project by ACME Green Hydrogen One LLC, 
with investments amounting to RO 1.6 bil-
lion, equivalent to USD 4.2 billion. They 
also included the design, construction and 
operation of a power generation plant by 
Coastal Power SAOC, under contract with 
Oman Power and Water Procurement Com-
pany, with an investment value of RO 350 
million, equivalent to USD 910 million. In 
addition, the agreements covered the es-

tablishment of a battery an-
ode materials manufacturing 
project for electric vehicles 
with investments reaching ap-
proximately RO 192.2 million 
(USD 500 million), and the de-
velopment of a residential city 
for employees of Jindal Oman 
Steel, comprising 500 residen-
tial units, with investments 
reaching RO 30 million (USD 78 
million).

The agreements also included the estab-
lishment of a chemical products manufac-
turing plant with investments amount-

ing to RO 12.3 million (USD 32 million) 
by Duqm Chemical Products LLC, a steel 
structures manufacturing project with 
investments of RO 10 million (USD 26 
million) by DSD Ferrometalco Steel Con-
struction, and a precast concrete products 
manufacturing project for construction 
developments with investments amount-
ing to RO 5.7 million (USD 15 million) by 
QIYAADI Construction Technologies.

In addition, three cooperation mem-
oranda were signed. The first was 
with OQ Group concerning a Natural 

Gas Liquids Separation and Processing 
Plant in the Petrochemical Industries 
Area of the Special Economic Zone at 
Duqm, with estimated investments of 
RO 288 million (USD 750 million). The 
second was with Trot Holding Company 
for the establishment of an integrated 
industrial complex covering one mil-
lion square metres, with investments 
amounting to RO 192.2 million (USD 
500 million). The third was with Ruby 
Prime Investment and Development 
for the development of an integrated 
tourism and technology complex com-
prising two hotels rated two and three 
stars and a commercial shopping mall, 
with investments reaching RO 184.5 
million (USD 480 million) on a site cov-
ering 200,000 square metres.

H.E. Qais bin Mohammed Al Yousef, 
Chairman of OPAZ, affirmed that the 
signing of these agreements and coop-
eration memoranda comes within the 
framework of the Royal directives to 
enhance the investment environment in 
the Sultanate of Oman. He added that 
the agreements reflect the confidence 
of local and international companies 
in Oman’s investment climate in gen-
eral, and in the Special Economic Zone 
at Duqm in particular, as well as in the 
zone’s infrastructure and expected role 
in regional and global trade and supply 
chains.

His Excellency stated that the new pro-
jects are aligned with global investment 
trends in the green economy, renewable 
energy and electric vehicle battery com-
ponents. He noted that they will also 
enhance quality of life in Duqm through 
tourism projects and residential commu-
nities for employees, which represent 
a qualitative addition to the existing 
projects in the Special Economic Zone 
at Duqm and are expected to positively 

impact economic activity, local value ad-
dition, and employment opportunities.

He highlighted the diversity of projects 
and investor nationalities, noting that 
the agreements signed include invest-
ments from China, India, South Korea, 
the Philippines, Germany and Egypt, in 
addition to investments from govern-
ment-owned and private companies in 
the Sultanate of Oman.

He further stressed that OPAZ will con-
tinue promoting investment opportu-
nities available in the Special Economic 
Zone at Duqm and the economic and 
free zones under its supervision. He 
praised the efforts exerted by various 
government entities that contributed to 
attracting these investments, including 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion, the Oman Investment 
Authority, Invest Oman and the Nation-
al Negotiation Team. He also welcomed 
local and international companies that 
have chosen Duqm as a base for their 
production operations and new manu-
facturing facilities.

For his part, Eng. Ahmed bin Ali 

Akaak, Chief Executive Officer of the 
Special Economic Zone at Duqm, stat-
ed that the new projects are aligned 
with the zone’s strategy and vision to 
attract more high-quality investments. 
He stressed that the agreements reflect 
investor confidence in Duqm and the 
zone’s readiness to enter a more ad-
vanced phase of industrial and invest-
ment growth.

He added that the signing of these 
agreements and cooperation memoran-
da, with a total investment value exceed-
ing USD 7.5 billion, clearly demonstrates 
that Duqm is no longer merely a prom-
ising project in development, but has 
become an integrated economic plat-
form capable of attracting high-quali-
ty investments across multiple sectors, 
including green energy, manufacturing 
industries, supply chain-related indus-
tries, chemical industries, construction 
technologies, industrial complexes, and 
the tourism and services sectors.

He affirmed that the zone’s manage-
ment will continue supporting inves-
tors, addressing challenges, accelerat-
ing procedures and ensuring that these 
projects are translated into tangible 
realities that add genuine value to the 
national economy.

Local and international companies par-
ticipating in the agreements expressed 
their appreciation for the efforts under-
taken by the Public Authority for Special 
Economic Zones and Free Zones and the 
management of the Special Economic 
Zone at Duqm to accelerate the signing 
of the new project agreements. They 
affirmed that their decision to invest 
in the Special Economic Zone at Duqm 
stems from their confidence in the in-
vestment environment, competitive 
advantages, and industrial and logistics 
infrastructure available in the zone.

2.9
10 Investment Agreements and Cooperation Memoranda

Investment in the Special Economic Zone at Duqm

Total Investments

Projects in the sectors of:

ACME Green 
Hydrogen 
Project

Residential 
City (Jindal 
Oman Steel)

Chemical 
Plant (Duqm)

Steel
Structures
(DSD)

Precast Concrete Products

Power Generation 
Plant – Coastal 
Power SAOC

Ruby Tourism 
and Commercial 
Project

Natural Gas Liquids 
Separation and 
Processing Plant 
(OQ Group)

Battery Anode 
Materials 

(Electric Vehicles)

Trot Industrial 
Complex

Largest Projects by Value

Other Projects

Investor Countries:

Key Sectors

Investment Diversity

investment 
agreements 
and 
cooperation 
memorandamillion

residential units

2.9
1.6

350
12.3

10

5.7

288

10

billion

RO

PetrochemicalsIndustryEnergy

Tourism Housing Infrastructure

Sultanate 
of Oman

ChinaIndiaGermanyPhilippinesEgypt South 
Korea

Renewable 
Energy 

and Green 
Hydrogen

Manu-
facturing 
Industries

Petro-
chemicals

Heavy
Industries

TourismResiden-
tial and 

Industrial 
Com-
plexes

Supply 
Chains

The agreements included 
the establishment of a pow-
er generation plant, ammo-
nia and chemical projects, as 
well as integrated industri-
al, tourism and residential 

complexes.

H.E. Qais Al Yousef: The agree-
ments reflect the confidence of 

local and international com-
panies in Oman’s investment 

climate.

Eng. Ahmed Akaak: The zone 
is an integrated economic 

platform capable of attracting 
high-quality investments.

Implementation of the down-
stream scope of the ACME Green 

Hydrogen Project, a power 
generation plant, and a battery 

materials manufacturing facility.

billion for the 
establishment of new 
strategic projects in 
the Special Economic 
Zone at Duqm

RO

billion

million

million

million

million

RO

RO

RO

RO

RO
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500

RO

July
2026

July
202614 15



Muscat -         :

In a move reflecting the accelerating 
pace of attracting quality investments, 
the Public Authority for Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ) witnessed 
the signing of investment agreements for 
the establishment of a number of new 
projects in the Special Economic Zone at 
Duqm (SEZAD), Salalah Free Zone, and 
Khazaen Economic City, with a total in-
vestment value exceeding RO 200 million.

The investment agreements provide 
for the establishment of projects across 
several vital economic sectors, includ-
ing electric vehicle batteries, specialized 
plants in steel, cement, pipe manufactur-
ing, adhesive production, tile cutting and 
processing, in addition to a pharmaceuti-
cal warehouse.

The agreements reflect OPAZ’s efforts 
to attract new investments and localize a 
range of quality projects that contribute 
to economic diversification and enhance 
value addition to Omani industries in line 
with the objectives of Oman Vision 2040.

Enhancing Economic Diversification
H.E. Qais bin Mohammed Al Yousef, 

Chairman of OPAZ, affirmed that the 
signing of these agreements, with a to-
tal investment value exceeding RO 
200 million, represents an important 
step toward strengthening economic 
diversification across the governorates 
and reinforcing Oman’s position as a 
regional hub for attracting quality in-
vestments.

His Excellency explained that these 
projects, distributed across vital sectors 
in various economic, free, and indus-

trial zones, reflect the confidence of lo-
cal and international investors in Oman’s 
competitive investment environment.

He added that OPAZ continues to de-
velop an integrated system of incentives, 
flexible regulations, and modern infra-
structure that enhances value addition to 
national industries, supports the localiza-
tion of advanced technologies, and cre-
ates sustainable business opportunities, 
in line with the objectives of Oman Vision 
2040.

He further noted that these agree-
ments represent an extension of ongoing 
efforts to attract quality investments and 
strengthen strategic partnerships, stress-
ing that the coming phase will witness 
accelerated implementation of industrial 
projects with significant economic im-
pact.

Flexible Regulations and
Investment Incentives

Dr. Saeed bin Khalifa Al Quraini, Di-
rector General of Investment Sector De-
velopment at OPAZ, said that economic 
and free zones have become among the 
most prominent economic enablers due 
to their flexible regulations, investment 
incentives, and ease of establishing eco-
nomic projects, coupled with continuous 
support provided by OPAZ and the zones 

to investors throughout all stages of in-
vestment, beginning from project es-
tablishment and continuing beyond the 
launch of commercial operations through 
aftercare services. He noted that partner-
ship with investors remains one of the 
key pillars emphasized by OPAZ.

Steel Billet Plant in Duqm
Among the signed agreements was the 

establishment of a steel billet plant in the 
Special Economic Zone at Duqm by Al 
Shaya Group, with investments amount-
ing to RO 41 million and a production 
volume of approximately 306,000 metric 
tonnes annually during the first phase.

The agreement was signed on behalf 
of OPAZ by H.E. Qais bin Mohammed 
Al Yousef, Chairman of OPAZ, and on 
behalf of Al Shaya Group by Abdul Latif 
Mohammed Al Shaya, Group Chief Exec-
utive Officer.

Eng. Ahmed bin Ali Akaak, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Special Economic 
Zone at Duqm, said that the new project 
represents a qualitative addition to steel 
projects being implemented in the zone 
by several global companies, commend-
ing Al Shaya Group’s decision to establish 
its project in the Special Economic Zone 
at Duqm.

Following the signing, he emphasized 
the project’s importance in strengthening 
downstream metal industries in the zone 
and supporting value chains, thereby 
contributing to industrial diversification 
and reducing dependence on imports. 
He noted that the zone has allocated 
approximately 107,000 square metres of 
land for the new project.

For his part, Abdul Latif Mohammed Al 
Shaya stated: “We selected the Special 

Economic Zone at Duqm for this project 
due to its strategic location as a multi-sec-
tor industrial hub connected to Duqm 
Port overlooking the Arabian Sea and 
the Indian Ocean, as well as its integrated 
industrial infrastructure and numerous 
investment incentives.”

He affirmed that Duqm offers structural 
cost advantages and logistical flexibility, 
positioning the project to benefit from 
future green hydrogen initiatives.

He explained that the project aims to 
meet growing regional demand for steel 
billets driven by construction and infra-
structure activities, while also reducing 
imports and increasing local value addi-
tion. He noted that the new industrial fa-
cility will utilize Electric Arc Furnace (EAF) 
technology, which has a lower carbon 
intensity compared to conventional steel 
production.

Commercial production is expected to 
commence in 2028 with output reaching 
306,000 tonnes during the first year of 
operation, increasing to 342,000 tonnes 
annually by 2030.

Project in the Electric Vehicle Sector
During the ceremony, an investment 

agreement was signed for the establish-
ment of an anode active materials manu-
facturing project used in lithium batteries 
for electric vehicles in Salalah Free Zone, 
with an investment value of RO 35 mil-
lion.

The project will be implemented by 
GFCL EV Products Limited and repre-
sents the company’s second project in 
the electric vehicle sector within Salalah 
Free Zone, following the signing last year 
of an investment agreement for an ad-
vanced battery chemicals project.

The investment agreement was signed 
on behalf of Salalah Free Zone by Dr. Ali 
bin Mohammed Tabouk, Chief Executive 
Officer of Salalah Free Zone, and on be-
half of the investing company by its Chief 
Executive Officer, P. C. Jain.

Dr. Ali bin Mohammed Tabouk said that 
the signing of this agreement represents 
a strategic step that strengthens Salalah 
Free Zone’s position as a regional hub for 
advanced industries, particularly in clean 
energy and electric vehicle technologies.

He added: “Attracting a project of this 
scale, with an investment of US$90 million 
and an area exceeding 186,000 square 
metres, demonstrates our ability to com-
pete globally and reflects investors’ confi-
dence in the efficiency of our investment 
environment, the integration of our infra-
structure, and the clarity of our direction 
toward high value-added industries.”

New Investment Projects in Economic and Free 
Zones with Investments Exceeding RO 200 Million

The agreements reflect investors’ confidence in the economic and free zones

200

41
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for Lithium Batteries

Adhesive Manufacturing 
Plant and Tile Cutting & 

Processing Unit

Infrastructure Products and 
Cement Manufacturing 

Plant

Advanced Pharmaceutical 
Warehouse
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Ibri -         :

The Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ) 
signed agreements for the third and 
fourth packages of Al Dhahirah Special 
Economic Zone project, which include 
the construction of the Dry Port, Veter-
inary Quarantine, and the Administra-
tive and Commercial Buildings Complex, 
at a total cost of RO 73.9 million.

The agreements were signed on behalf 
of OPAZ by H.E. Qais bin Mohammed Al 
Yousef, Chairman of OPAZ, while the 
agreements were signed on behalf of 
the implementing companies by the 
chairmen and CEOs of the Omani and 
Saudi companies participating in the ex-
ecution of the project.

The third package, valued at RO 48.58 
million, includes the development of 
the infrastructure of the Dry Port, Vet-
erinary Quarantine and their related fa-
cilities. It will be implemented by a con-
sortium comprising EDECS International 

Engineering and Contracting, EDECS 
Saudi Arabia, EDECS Egypt, and Al Sa-
rooj International Contracting.

Meanwhile, the fourth package, val-
ued at RO 25.9 million, includes the 
construction of the Administrative and 
Commercial Buildings Complex and its 
associated facilities. It will be imple-
mented by a consortium comprising 
Oman Shapoorji Company and Shapoor-
ji Pallonji Saudi Arabia.

The third package agreement covers 
the implementation of the first phase 
of the Dry Port on an area of one 
square kilometre out of a total area 
of four square kilometres, in addition 
to the construction of the Veterinary 
Quarantine, internal roads, container 
area, customs gate, inspection plat-
forms, customs clearance facilities, 
electrical substations, maintenance 
workshops, laboratories, water tanks, 
and firefighting systems. The package 
also includes equipping the project 
with X-ray devices and scanners, as 
well as constructing administration 
buildings, offices, rest areas, staff ac-
commodation and a mosque.

The fourth package includes the 
development of the Administrative 
and Commercial Buildings Complex 
within the zone, comprising the zone 
plaza, business centre, administrative 
building, commercial centre, hotel, 
and health centre, in addition to in-
ternal roads and associated facilities. 
The built-up area in the current phase 
amounts to 37.3 thousand square me-
tres.

The project design takes into consid-
eration the principles of smart cities 
and the requirements of Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) certification, reflecting the 
commitment to adopting sustainability 
and environmental efficiency stand-
ards in the implementation of the 
zone’s projects.

Muscat -          :

The Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ) 
signed an investment usufruct agreement 
with South Korea’s EL B&T, an electric ve-
hicle technology company, to establish a 
project for the production of electric ve-
hicles and battery cells at the Special Eco-
nomic Zone at Duqm (SEZAD).

The agreement was signed on behalf of 
OPAZ by His Excellency Qais bin Moham-
med Al Yousef, Chairman of OPAZ, and 
on behalf of EL B&T by Dr. Young Ill Kim, 
Founder and Chairman of the Group.

The project’s investment value amounts 
to approximately RO 96.2 million (US$250 
million). It will be implemented in two 
phases, with a production capacity reach-
ing 60,000 vehicles annually and 1.6 mil-
lion battery cells upon completion of the 
second phase.

Eng. Ahmed bin Ali Akaak, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Special Economic Zone 
at Duqm, said that the new project comes 
within the framework of joint govern-
ment efforts to localise various industries 
in the Sultanate of Oman and attract in-
vestments in the vehicle sector.

He explained that the new project rep-
resents an additional contribution to the 
vehicle sector in the Special Economic 
Zone at Duqm and is the second project in 
this field after Karwa Motors, which com-
menced production several years ago.

Eng. Ahmed Akaak highlighted the 
success achieved by the green industries 
sector in the Special Economic Zone at 
Duqm following the signing of several 

agreements in wind turbine manufac-
turing. He stressed that the zone’s man-
agement seeks through such projects to 
localise advanced industries in the electric 
vehicle sector and enhance investment in 
green manufacturing industries in line 
with Oman Vision 2040 and the Sultanate 
of Oman’s strategy for carbon neutrality 
and the transition towards clean energy.

He affirmed that the green industry pro-
jects being implemented in the Special 
Economic Zone at Duqm aim to position 
the Sultanate of Oman as a regional hub 
for green industries and establish a num-
ber of industries based on sustainability 
and innovation, while building expertise 
among Omani youth in future industries, 
including electric vehicle technologies, 
renewable energy projects, green hydro-
gen and other green industries.

The area allocated for the electric ve-
hicle and battery cell manufacturing 
project in the first phase totals 467,000 
square metres. The company is expected 
to reserve an additional area of approx-
imately 429,000 square metres for the 
second phase. The project represents an 

entry point for developing an integrated 
industrial ecosystem for the electric vehi-
cle sector in the Special Economic Zone at 
Duqm by strengthening value chains as-
sociated with batteries and other compo-
nents, thereby contributing to attracting 
complementary industries in the future.

Dr. Young Ill Kim, Founder and Chair-
man of EL B&T Group, stated that the 
company expects to reach commercial 
operation by March 2028. He affirmed 
the company’s interest in enhancing the 
use of green energy in its production 
operations, noting that its plans include 
establishing a green power station at the 
industrial facility in Duqm to serve as the 
primary source for operating production 
processes.

He explained that the company is cur-
rently studying, together with an entity in 
the Sultanate of Oman, the development 
of an electric outboard motor for rigid 
inflatable boats (RIBs) and fishing boats, 
supporting efforts to reduce carbon emis-
sions in Omani waters. The company is 
also exploring the establishment of a 
joint project to further develop fishing 
boat concepts, with the aim of exporting 
these boats to Indonesia, India, South Ko-
rea and other international markets.

For his part, Eng. Ahmed Al Rajhi, Act-
ing Head of the Green Industries Section 
at the Special Economic Zone at Duqm, 
affirmed that selecting Duqm to host the 
project reflects the zone’s competitive 
advantages, including advanced infra-
structure, strategic location, flexible reg-
ulations, and an integrated system of in-
vestment incentives that support business 
growth and sustainability.

Korean Electric Vehicle and Battery Cell Manufacturing 
Project Established at the Special Economic Zone at Duqm

With a total cost of RO 73.9 million

RO 96.2 Million Investment
The third package, valued at 

RO 48.58 million, includes the 
infrastructure of the Dry Port, 

Veterinary Quarantine and 
their related facilities

The fourth package, valued at 
RO 25.9 million, includes the 

construction of the Administra-
tive and Commercial Complex 

and its associated facilities

The project will be implemented 
in two phases, with a production 

capacity of 60,000 vehicles and 1.6 
million battery cells annually upon 

completion of the second phase

A total of 467,000 square metres 
has been allocated for the first 
phase in Duqm, with plans to 
expand through an additional 
429,000 square metres for the 

second phase

Omani-Saudi Consortium inks new 
infrastructure pacts for EZAD

Package III: Dry Port and
Veterinary Quarantine Project

Package IV: Administrative
and Commercial Buildings Complex

The project incorporates smart city principles across 
the plaza facilities, while building designs have been 

developed in line with Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) certification requirements

Dry port Veterinary 
quarantine facility 

Container yard Administration 
building 

Mosque 

Internal roads Customs gate Inspection 
platforms 

Customs 
clearance areas 

Offices and
rest areas 

Staff accommodation Water tank and 
fire-fighting systems 

Security fencing and 
surveillance cameras 

Agreements signed to develop the Dry Port 
and Administrative and Commercial Buildings 

Complex at Al Dhahirah Special Economic Zone

Central plaza Business 
centre

Administrative 
building

Commercial 
centre

HotelHealth 
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Competitive Investment Incentives

Diverse Investment Opportunities
Multiple sectors including:

New Energy Transition

Confidence of Global Investors

Tourism Advantages in Duqm

• Flexible business environment through the One-
Stop Shop system to facilitate procedures

• Completing all investor services in one place
• Customs exemptions on imports within 

the zone
• Competitive prices for land and services 

compared to regional zones
• Ideal environment for mega 

projects

• Supported by national plans to enhance eco-
nomic diversification and reduce dependence 
on oil

• Strategy (2025–2030) focuses on:
• Attracting investments

• Developing priority sectors
• Enhancing tourism and 

renewable energy

• Signing Of Investment Agreements 
Worth Hundreds Of Millions In Ad-
vanced Industrial And Logistics Sectors
• Interest From International 
Companies Due To The Location, In-
centives, And Readiness

• Signing investment agreements worth hundreds of 
millions across advanced industrial and logistics sectors

• Interest from international companies due to the loca-
tion, incentives, and readiness

• Transition Towards the New Energy Economy
• Positioned to become an advanced hub in:

• Green hydrogen
• Renewable energy, wind energy, 
solar energy
• (Its proximity to energy resources, 
along with its vast land areas, pro-
vides a rare competitive advantage 

that supports attracting major projects 
in this sector)

• Strengthening its position within 
the low-carbon economy and reinforcing its 
role in the transition towards clean energy

• Pristine beaches 
stretching along the 
Arabian Sea, known 
for their tranquility 
and natural beauty

• Relatively moderate 
climate throughout 
the year, making it a 
suitable tourism desti-
nation across different 
seasons

• Diverse natural land-
scapes including coast-
lines, mountains, and 
open deserts

• Rock Garden: a unique 
geological site featur-
ing rare and natural 
rock formations

• Fishing sites 
and maritime 

heritage 
r e-

flecting the identity of 
the local community

• Proximity to a nature 
reserve for wildlife, en-
hancing eco-tourism

• Long waterfronts suit-
able for boat trips, 
camping, and recrea-
tion

• A peaceful and open 
environment support-
ing adventure, med-
itation, and nature 
tourism

• Growing infrastruc-
ture including hotels, 
facilities, and tourism 
services

• Strategic location be-
tween Muscat and 
Dhofar, enhancing the 
movement of visitors 
and travelers

• Covers an area of (2,000 km²), allowing for fu-
ture expansion

• Designed as a new economic growth 
hub for decades to come in the Sultan-
ate of Oman

• Balances economic 
development and 

quality of life

• Heavy and light industries
• Renewable energy (such as wind tur-

bine projects)
• Logistics
• Tourism
(Attracted investments worth billions of ri-
als and strategic projects in modern sectors)

• Customs exemptions on
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•Competitive prices for l
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Why Choose the Special Economic Zone at Duqm (SEZAD) for Investment
A Strategic Global Location

Integrated Infrastructure Including:

Manufacturing Industries Zone
Green Industries and 

Renewable Energy Zone

Artificial Intelligence and 
Advanced Technologies Zone

Food and Fisheries 
Industries Zone

Duqm is located on the open Arabi-
an Sea with direct access to the Indian 
Ocean, away from the Strait of Hormuz, 
providing it with a strong logistical ad-
vantage.

It is close to international shipping 
routes connecting Asia, Africa, and Eu-
rope, making it an ideal hub for trade 
and re-export activities.

Serves as a gateway to regional and 
global markets without geographical 
complexities.

Political stability in the
Sultanate of Oman.

Reduces geopolitical disruption risks.

Competitive 
advantage in:

Re-export activities
Export-oriented 

industries

(This integration reduces operational costs 
and shortens supply chain timelines)

Industrial, 
logistics, and 
tourism zones

Regional airport

Port of Duqm, fea-
turing a commercial 
berth and a liquid 

bulk berth

Fisheries Port

Paved roads built 
to international 

standards

Dry Dock and Government 
Berth as an integrated hub 

for marine services

Specialized Industrial Clusters within an 
Integrated Economic Ecosystem

Connecting Global Markets from East to West

• Petrochemical, mining, and heavy 
industries

• Strategic proximity to the port

• Advanced logistics infrastructure

• Enhancing production efficiency 
and global supply chains

• Proximity to the Fisheries Port
• Fisheries Industries Complex
• Opportunities in food industries
• Logistics infrastructure pro-

viding access to regional and 
international markets

• Artificial intelligence and 
automation

• Robotics and smart mining

• Supporting the integration of 
technology with industry and 
services

• Green and blue hydrogen
• Solar and wind energy
• Green metals
• Supporting the low-carbon economy
• Strengthening Duqm’s position as a 

global hub for sustainable industries

Government Support 
and a Clear Strategy

Sustainable Growth Environment
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Muscat -          :

As part of national efforts to strength-
en the knowledge economy and acceler-
ate digital transformation, Royal Decree 
No. 50/2026 was issued establishing the 
Artificial Intelligence Special Zone in 
Muscat Governorate. The move repre-
sents a strategic step aimed at accelerat-
ing innovation projects and building an 
integrated digital economy, supporting 
economic diversification targets under 
the Eleventh Five-Year Plan (2026–2030). 
The sector is expected to achieve an av-
erage growth rate of 10.8% at constant 
prices, while its contribution to GDP is 
projected to reach approximately 4.2%, 
reflecting the growing role of the digital 
economy as a key driver of growth.  

The Royal Decree stipulates that the 
Board of Directors of the Public Authority 
for Special Economic Zones and Free Zones 
(OPAZ) shall appoint the entity responsi-
ble for developing, operating and man-
aging the zone in coordination with the 
Ministry of Transport, Communications 
and Information Technology, ensuring in-
stitutional integration and the creation of 
an attractive investment environment for 
advanced technology projects.  

A Qualitative Leap
Towards the Digital Economy

H.E. Qais bin Mohammed Al Yousef, 
Chairman of OPAZ, stated that the estab-
lishment of the zone aligns with the ob-
jectives of Oman Vision 2040, particularly 
in the area of economic diversification. 
He noted that it represents a significant 
milestone in the transition toward a dig-
ital economy and strengthens Oman’s 
position as a regional hub for advanced 
technologies. He added that the progress 
achieved in digital government services, 
coupled with integration among eco-
nomic entities, provides a solid founda-
tion for the success of this project.

He explained that the zone will cover 
approximately 104,000 square metres in 
Seeb, Muscat Governorate, near the Civil 
Aviation Authority building, enhancing 
integration with existing infrastructure 
and logistics services while increasing its 
attractiveness to investors.  

Investment Incentives and
a Competitive Environment

He stressed that the zone will be gov-
erned by the Law of Special Econom-
ic Zones and Free Zones, providing a 
comprehensive package of incentives 
and facilitation measures, including ex-

emptions and investment advantages 
that enhance its ability to attract global 
technology companies, particularly in 
the fields of artificial intelligence, semi-
conductors and robotics. He further not-
ed that integration with other economic 
zones will strengthen supply chains and 
connect technology industries with vari-
ous productive sectors.

Strategic Objectives
to Enhance Competitiveness

He highlighted that the zone aims to 
support the growth of the digital econ-
omy as a major contributor to the na-
tional economy, attract foreign direct 
investment in technology sectors, create 
quality employment opportunities, stim-
ulate entrepreneurship, and develop 
specialised national capabilities in artifi-
cial intelligence and emerging technolo-
gies. It also seeks to strengthen Oman’s 
position as a preferred investment desti-
nation in this vital sector.

An Integrated Implementation Roadmap
He added that OPAZ, in cooperation 

with the Ministry of Transport, Commu-
nications and Information Technology, 
is developing a comprehensive imple-
mentation and operational roadmap, in-

Covering a total area of approximately 104,000 square metres in Seeb, Muscat Governorate

Artificial Intelligence Special Zone 
Supports Economic Diversification 

and Accelerates Innovation Projects

H.E. Qais Al Yousef: 
Establishing the Artificial 
Intelligence Special Zone 

strengthens the knowledge 
economy, supports economic 

diversification, and 
accelerates innovation

H.E. Eng. Said Al Maawali:
The Artificial Intelligence Special 

Zone is a vital project within 
the National Digital Economy 
Programme and an attractive 

destination for startups 
operating in this field

Royal Decree Establishes the Artificial 
Intelligence Special Zone in Muscat Governorate

104,000Area and 
Location:

Objectives of the Zone:

Integrated Infrastructure:

Strategic Focus Areas:

Impact on the National Economy:

Digital Economy Targets under the 11th Five-Year Plan:

Located in Seeb, Muscat 
Governorate, adjacent 

to the Civil Aviation 
Authority building

square metres total area

Strengthen 
Oman’s position 
as a regional hub 

for Ai

Build specialised 
national 

capabilities

Attract global 
technology invest-
ments and leading 

companies

Create quality 
employment 

opportunities for 
Omani talent

Support startups 
and innovation 

in advanced 
technologies

Contribute to the 
growth of the digital 
economy and diversi-

fication of income 
sources

Comprehensive 
service facilities, 

logistics services, and 
community spaces

Centres of excellence 
featuring advanced 

laboratories in 
artificial intelligence, 

robotics and auto-
mation

Technical training 
and education facil-
ities in partnership 

with global technolo-
gy companies

Flexible office spaces 
and co-working 
environments

Business incubators 
and accelerators spe-
cialised in advanced 

technologies
Access and connec-

tivity to investor 
communities

Semiconductor 
and chip design 
supporting AI 
applications

Stimulating eco-
nomic growth and 
enhancing Oman’s 

competitiveness

Increasing exports 
in information 

technology and ar-
tificial intelligence 

sectors

Supporting digital 
transformation 
across various 

sectors

average sector 
growth rate at 
constant prices

average contribution
to GDP

Attracting foreign 
direct investment 

in technology 
sectors

Strengthening 
the innovation 
and entrepre-

neurship ecosys-
tem

Contribut-
ing to the 

achievement 
of Oman 

Vision 2040 
objectives

Artificial intelli-
gence technolo-

gies and advanced 
applications

Space applications 
and AI-driven data 

analytics

Internet of Things 
and smart solu-

tions

Quantum 
computing and 

high-performance 
computing

Cybersecurity and 
data protection

10.8% 4.2%

H.E. Sheikh Faisal Al Rawas: 
The Artificial Intelligence 
Special Zone will support 

SMEs, enable their growth and 
expansion, and create quality 
employment opportunities for 

Omani youth
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cluding a clear governance framework, 
defined roles and responsibilities, invest-
ment-friendly policies and procedures, 
and a performance measurement system 
to assess the economic and developmen-
tal impact of the zone and ensure align-
ment with national priorities.

Government Support
for the Digital Economy

For his part, H.E. Eng. Said bin Ham-
oud Al Maawali, Minister of Transport, 
Communications and Information Tech-
nology, said that the establishment of 
the zone reflects the leadership’s com-
mitment to supporting the digital econ-
omy and strengthening Oman’s pres-
ence in advanced technology sectors. He 
noted that it is one of the key projects 
under the National Digital Economy Pro-
gramme and will serve as an attractive 
platform for startups locally and region-
ally. He added that the zone will provide 
an integrated environment that enables 
these companies to grow, expand, and 

build competitive business models at the 
regional level.

Strengthening the Role of the Private 
Sector and Quality Investment

H.E. Sheikh Faisal bin Abdullah Al 
Rawas, Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Oman Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, said that the establishment 
of a specialised artificial intelligence 
zone reflects an ambitious vision to en-
hance the contribution of technology 
sectors to the national economy. He 
noted that it will help attract quality 
investments, facilitate technology and 
knowledge transfer, support SMEs, and 
provide quality employment opportuni-
ties for Omani youth.

Afouq to Lead Development and Oper-
ations
Integrated Regulatory Framework and 
Investment Appeal

Zakia bint Mohammed Al Balushi, Di-
rector of Planning and Studies at OPAZ, 

explained that the Royal Decree provides 
a clear regulatory framework governing 
the establishment, management and 
incentive mechanisms of the zone. This 
will facilitate the attraction of local and 
foreign investments, strengthen integra-
tion with other economic zones across 
the Sultanate, and support knowledge 
transfer and national capacity building.

She emphasised that attracting glob-
al technology investments will enhance 
expertise transfer, strengthen nation-
al capabilities, and promote Oman as 
a promising destination in the digital 
economy.

An Integrated Environment for Innova-
tion and Advanced Technologies

Manal bint Hamid Al Abri, Director of 
Investment Contracts and Agreements at 
OPAZ, stated that the project supports 
digital transformation across vital sec-
tors through an advanced data-driven 
infrastructure that enhances efficiency 
and productivity.

She added that the zone will be devel-
oped as an integrated ecosystem sup-
porting all stages of innovation, from re-
search and development to application 
and operation. It will target advanced 
technology sectors including artificial 
intelligence, semiconductors, robotics, 
the Internet of Things, cybersecurity and 
data centres, thereby enhancing the ef-
ficiency and productivity of various eco-
nomic sectors.

Accelerating Investment Growth
The number of zones under OPAZ su-

pervision has now reached 24. New in-
vestments during 2025 amounted to ap-
proximately RO 1.4 billion, bringing the 
total committed investment volume to 
RO 22.4 billion, representing a growth 
rate of 6.8% compared with the end of 
2024. This reflects the growing attrac-
tiveness of these zones and their pivotal 
role in supporting Oman’s economic di-
versification journey.  

Zakia Al Balushi: Attracting 
global technology investments 
enhances knowledge transfer 
and national capacity building, 

while promoting Oman as a 
promising destination in the 

digital economy

Manal Al Abri: The 
project supports digital 

transformation across vital 
sectors through an advanced 

data-driven infrastructure, 
enhancing efficiency and 

productivity
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2493
across 12 Industrial Cities
under “Madayn” in the

Sultanate of Oman

Investment Contracts

Ibri Industrial CitySohar Industrial City

Raysut Industrial City

Rusayl Industrial City

Nizwa Industrial City

Al Buraimi Industrial City

Samail Industrial City

Al Mudhaibi Industrial City

• Type of projects:
• Small industries
• Food and construction materials

Type of projects:
• Heavy industries (aluminium, steel, petrochemicals)
• Manufacturing industries
• Logistics services

• Type of projects:
• Food industries
• Packaging
• Light industries

• Type of projects:
• Medium and light industries
• Industrial workshops
• Engineering industries

• Type of projects:
• Small and medium manufacturing 
industries
• Food and construction industries

• Type of projects:
• Light industries
• Re-export activities
• Storage and border trade

• Type of projects:
• Engineering industries
• Plastic industries
• Production workshops

• Type of projects:
• Emerging industries
• Small manufacturing projects

Mahas Industrial
City (Musandam)

• Type of projects:
• Logistics and industries 
related to maritime transport
• Small and medium enter-
prises

Knowledge Oasis
Muscat

Al Wadi Al Kabir
Industrial City

Advantage: Supporting 
development in Al Dha-

hirah Governorate

Advantage: Proximity 
to Sohar Port and 

connection to global 
export supply chains

Advantage: Supporting 
exports to African and 
Asian markets through 

Salalah Port

Advantage: Rapid 
industrial expansion 

close to Muscat

Advantage: A new 
city under industrial 

development

• Type of projects:
• Light industries
• Building materials
• Food industries

Sur Industrial City
• Type of projects:
• Light industries
• Fisheries industries
• Gas
• Fertilisers
• Ships

Advantage: Strategic 
maritime connectivity 

with the Strait of 
Hormuz

• Advantage: The first 
specialised technology 

zone in the Sultanate of 
OmanAdvantage: Strategic 

border location with 
the UAE

• Type of projects:
• Information technology
• Telecommunications
• Digital services

20

12

23
Advantage: Proximity 

to the capital and 
access to a large local 

market

Number of projects: 

Number of projects: 

Number of projects: 

Number of projects: 

Number of projects: 

Number of projects: Number of projects: 

Number of projects: 

Number of projects: 

Number of projects: 

Number of projects: 

Number of projects: 

127

1 1

cts: Advantage: 
Serving the interior 

governorates

531

247

575

197

422

112216

Total Number of Projects

Distribution by Industrial Cities and Number 
and Type of Projects

“Madayn” manages 12 main industrial cities, 
with projects varying according to the location 

of each city and its economic advantage:
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2026

July
202626 27



Why Invest in
SOHAR Port and Freezone

SOHAR Port and Freezone represents an integrated investment ecosystem with 
global connectivity, enhancing the efficiency of trade movement and supporting 
long-term business growth. With its advanced infrastructure and sustainability-
driven approach, it provides flexible and seamless access to regional and 
international markets.

1900 42,000 49
Companies operating within 

the SOHAR Port and Freezone 
ecosystem

Direct and indirect jobs 
supported by the Port and 

Freezone

Countries represented across 
the investor base

Strategic Location:

Facts & Figures:

Industrial Clusters:

Advanced Infrastructure:

Tailored Solutions:

Freezone Advantages:

SOHAR Port and Freezone enjoys 
a strategic location at the heart of 
Oman’s logistics and trade ecosys-
tem and serves as a key gateway for 
global trade between Europe and 
Asia.

SOHAR Port and Freezone offers a wide range of 
capabilities that enhance innovation and efficiency 
across the logistics, maritime, and trade sectors in 
the Sultanate of Oman.

Flexible options for land, ware-
houses, and licensing based on 
your business requirements.

Benefit from full ownership, tax incen-
tives, and simplified customs procedures 
within an integrated ecosystem that 
supports green manufacturing, logistics, 
and trade.

Easy access to

billion people through 
integrated transport 

networks

Container terminal 
equipped to handle

 million TEUs

More than

 million tonnes of cargo 
handled annually

billion USD in total 
investments

The SOHAR Port and Freezone ecosystem includes integrated industrial 
clusters across the following sectors:

billion USD trade 
volume of the Port and 

Freezone

2.230+44

PetrochemicalsPlasticsMetalsFood and 
Pharmaceuticals

Renewable Energy

Logistics Sector Circular Economy
Automotive Sector

Advanced Technologies

hectares total area 
of the Port and Free-
zone

contribution of the Port and Free-
zone to the Sultanate of Oman’s 
GDP

75

More than 

 vessels annually
30006720

2.6%

(These clusters enable companies to operate efficiently and access regional and international markets)

2.46
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Muscat -          :

As part of its ongoing efforts to en-
hance institutional performance ef-
ficiency and support sustainable eco-
nomic growth objectives, the Board 
of Directors of the Public Authority 
for Special Economic Zones and Free 
Zones (OPAZ) held its second meeting 
of the year under the chairmanship of 
H.E. Qais bin Mohammed Al Yousef, 
Chairman of the Board, in the pres-
ence of board members.

The Board reviewed the implemen-
tation status of previous resolutions 
and policies aimed at improving insti-
tutional performance and achieving 
sustainable economic growth targets 
in line with national priorities.

The Board also reviewed, during 
an expanded strategic meeting that 
brought together chief executive of-
ficers of economic, free and industrial 
zones and Asyad Group, mechanisms 
for activating the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 
with the Republic of India across spe-
cial economic zones, free zones and 
industrial cities, contributing to en-
hanced investment flows and trade 
exchange.

The meeting also reviewed practi-
cal plans to maximize the benefits of 
the agreement in developing supply 
chains, strengthening industrial inte-
gration, and leveraging Oman’s strate-
gic location and its network of ports 
connected to global markets. Discus-
sions also covered ways to maximize 
the economic impact of the zones and 
strengthen their role as key drivers of 
growth and investment.

Five-Year Plan
The meeting reviewed OPAZ’s five-year 

plan for the period 2026–2030, including 
its projects, visions and initiatives, which 
focus on developing the incentives and 
competitive advantages framework 
to strengthen the ability of economic 
zones to attract investments amid global 
economic transformations, and on en-
hancing the logistics and industrial role 
of the zones, supported by advanced 
infrastructure and direct maritime con-
nectivity with regional and international 
markets.

The meeting also reviewed develop-
ments in the new zones, including the 
Muscat Airport Free Zone (MAFZ), Al 
Rawdah Special Economic Zone, and 
the Special Economic Zone in Al Dhahi-
rah Governorate. Detailed presentations 
were delivered on the progress of infra-
structure projects and investment attrac-
tion efforts. The meeting also included 
a presentation on media and institution-
al communication across OPAZ and the 
zones under its supervision, and ways to 
enhance communication channels with 
partners and stakeholders to strengthen 
the effectiveness of promotional mes-
sages for special economic zones, free 
zones and industrial cities.

Officials emphasized that OPAZ’s five-
year plan (2026–2030) aims to enable 

special economic zones, free zones and 
industrial cities to achieve balanced 
growth in projects and investments and 
maximize their economic impact by fo-
cusing on the development and regu-
lation of these zones and providing an 
attractive and sustainable investment 
environment. In terms of planning and 
development, the plan focuses on pro-
viding integrated solutions, including 
fully serviced land plots and strategic 
infrastructure, in addition to developing 
new zones at approved locations based 
on economic and urban studies, and pro-
moting priority clusters and activities in 
line with Oman Vision 2040.

They explained that the plan places sig-
nificant emphasis on strengthening the 
business-supportive regulatory environ-
ment and overseeing the performance 
of the zones, while simplifying proce-
dures and providing integrated investor 
services, with a particular focus on after-
care services to ensure business sustaina-
bility and expansion. Marketing is also a 
key pillar of the plan, through strength-
ening partnerships with relevant entities 
to implement integrated promotional 
programs locally and internationally, 
and developing marketing materials and 
value propositions targeting investors in 
priority sectors.

Supporting Operations and Accelerating 
Business

The Board affirmed that the plan fo-
cuses on supporting operations and ac-
celerating business through the imple-
mentation of priority strategic initiatives 
that contribute to stimulating economic 
growth and creating employment op-
portunities, while enhancing institution-
al excellence through the development 

2026–2030 Five-Year Plan to Enhance the Competitiveness 
of Special Economic Zones, Free Zones and Industrial Cities 

and Attract Sustainable Investments

At an Expanded Strategic Meeting Bringing Together
CEOs of Economic Zones and Asyad Group

2026–2030 Five-Year Plan

• Enhancing the competitiveness of special economic zones, 
free zones and industrial cities.

• Attracting sustainable, high-value investments.
• Developing the incentives and investment advantages 

framework.
• Supporting infrastructure and logistics connectivity.
• Aligning with the objectives of Oman Vision 2040.

• Activating the Comprehensive Economic Partner-
ship Agreement with the Republic of India.

• Enhancing investment flows and trade exchange.
• Developing supply chains and industrial integration.
• Facilitating partnerships among investors.

• Tax incentives and exemptions, and ownership facili-
tation measures.

• Accelerating procedures and simplifying services.
• Enhancing aftercare services.
• Strengthening a stable and attractive investment en-

vironment.

• Supporting the operation and management of eco-
nomic zones.

• Enhancing supply chains and logistics.
• Facilitating trade and connecting global markets.
• Improving the efficiency of the business environment.

• Coordinating efforts between OPAZ, economic zones 
and Asyad Group.

• Enhancing institutional performance efficiency.
• Maximizing the economic impact of economic zones.
• Supporting the localization of projects and quality in-

vestments.

• Logistics and ports
• Manufacturing industries
• Information technology
• Renewable energy
• Attracting quality investments and creating employ-

ment opportunities.
• Increasing exports and diversifying the economy.

Attracting and 
Localizing Investments

Investment Support and Ease of Doing Business

Partnership with Asyad Group

Institutional Integration and Partnerships

International Partnerships and Investment Expansion

OPAZ Board of Directors 
strengthens the role of 
special economic zones, 
free zones and industrial 
cities in attracting quality 

investments and supporting 
economic development
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of capabilities and supporting systems 
for efficient strategy execution. The 
plan also calls for accelerating the acti-
vation of the Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement with the Repub-
lic of India in OPAZ-administered zones, 
focusing on promising sectors such as 
logistics, ports, manufacturing, informa-
tion technology and renewable energy, 
thereby maximizing the agreement’s 
benefits in promoting trade, facilitating 
partnerships and supporting economic 
diversification.

Strengthening Institutional Coordina-
tion and Unifying Efforts

D, Member of the OPAZ Board of Direc-
tors, stated that the meeting reflects the 
Board’s commitment to strengthening 
institutional coordination and unifying 
efforts among various stakeholders and 
strategic partners to enhance integration.

He stressed that the integration of roles 
among relevant entities is a key pillar for 
supporting economic diversification ob-
jectives and enhancing performance ef-
ficiency in special economic zones, free 
zones and industrial cities, positively con-
tributing to improving the investment 
environment, attracting quality projects 
and generating sustainable added value 
for the national economy.

Dr Ahmed bin Said Kashoob further 
emphasized that the OPAZ Board of 
Directors underscores the importance 
of accelerating the implementation of 
strategic initiatives, enhancing integra-
tion among different entities and cap-
italizing on opportunities created by 
international partnerships to increase 
investment flows, diversify the econom-
ic base and achieve sustainable growth 
that strengthens the competitiveness of 
the national economy.

Sectors Positioned to Achieve Signifi-
cant Gains

For her part, Zayana bint Mohammed 

Al Rashdi, Member of the OPAZ Board 
of Directors, said that the logistics, ports, 
manufacturing, information technol-
ogy and renewable energy sectors are 
among the sectors best positioned to 
benefit from the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement with the 
Republic of India, which is the largest 
comprehensive bilateral trade agree-
ment signed by the Sultanate of Oman 
since the Oman–United States Free Trade 
Agreement.

She noted that the expanded meet-
ing highlighted the importance of the 
agreement and the role expected from 
zone operators and companies oper-
ating within these zones in activating 
the agreement and benefiting from its 
advantages in boosting bilateral trade, 
removing customs barriers and facilitat-
ing partnerships between business com-
munities in both countries.

Attracting and Localizing Investments
Dr Musallam bin Mahad bin Ali Qatan, 

Chairman of Asyad Group, stated that 
the Group is a strategic partner of OPAZ 
through its prominent role in managing 
and operating several free zones and 
special economic zones under OPAZ’s 
supervision.

He noted that the expanded meet-
ing provided an important opportunity 
to review OPAZ’s plans for the coming 
years in the fields of zone development, 
investment attraction, project localiza-
tion and job creation for Omani youth.

He affirmed that Asyad Group sup-
ports these directions and works to en-
able supply chains, support productive 
and industrial sectors, and enhance the 
efficiency of the zones it manages by at-
tracting quality investments and simpli-
fying procedures, thereby strengthening 
the business environment, increasing ex-
ports, diversifying economic sectors and 
creating more investment opportunities 
for Omani youth.

Investment Incentives and Advantages
Dr Said bin Khalifa Al Quraini, Direc-

tor General of Investment Sector Devel-
opment at OPAZ and Official Spokes-
person of the Authority, affirmed that 
investment incentives and advantages 
are among the key factors enhancing 
the attractiveness of Oman’s special eco-
nomic zones, free zones and industrial 
complexes.

He stated that these incentives 
strengthen their competitiveness re-
gionally and internationally and attract 
quality investments that generate added 
value for the national economy.

He added that the clearer, more flex-
ible and investor-oriented the incen-
tives are, the greater the ability of these 
zones to attract capital, transfer modern 
technologies, localize industries, create 
employment opportunities, and en-
hance exports. Benefits such as tax ex-
emptions, ownership or usufruct facilita-
tion, speedy procedures, and integrated 
infrastructure and logistics services pro-
vide investors with the confidence and 
stability required for long-term invest-
ment decisions.

Investment Volume and Strategic Plan
Eng. Ahmed bin Ali Akaak, Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer of the Special Economic 
Zone at Duqm (SEZAD), explained that 
the zone has succeeded in nearly dou-
bling its cumulative investment volume, 
reaching RO 6.4 billion by the end of last 

December, compared with RO 3.6 billion 
in December 2021.

He noted that the zone’s strategic plan 
focuses on creating a city and sustaina-
ble business ecosystem and providing 
reliable business solutions while offering 
support and guidance to local and inter-
national investors to establish and grow 
their businesses.

He added that the zone’s strategic ob-
jectives include investment localization 
across various sectors, efficient opera-
tions and management, balanced life-
style development, tourism and partner 
attraction, and institutional excellence. 
He highlighted the zone’s achievements 
in attracting and diversifying invest-
ments, stimulating SME activity and 
creating employment opportunities for 
Omani youth. Omanisation in operating 
projects increased to 30.9% by the end 
of last December, compared with 17.8% 
in December 2021.

The zone currently hosts 492 economic 
activities and around 2,000 companies 
from 30 countries, while investors repre-
sent 34 nationalities.

Waterfront Development Project
Akaak also explained that the meeting 

reviewed the waterfront tourism project 
at the Special Economic Zone at Duqm 
following completion of the detailed 
master plan for the tourism area, which 
aimed to distribute tourism activities 
according to the latest urban planning 
systems.

The current waterfront area covers 
31 million square metres, comprising a 
15-square-kilometre coastal zone and a 
15-square-kilometre mountainous zone. 
The master plan includes numerous 
tourism components, including five-star 
hotels, plots for large tourism resorts, 
serviced apartments of various sizes, res-
idential and tourism villa plots, sustaina-
ble eco-tourism areas, recreational com-
mercial centres, a beachfront promenade 

linking project facilities, and residential 
clusters to be developed on hilltops.

Enabling Trade and Attracting Projects
Faisal bin Ali Al Balushi, Director 

General of Muscat Airport Free Zone 
(MAFZ), part of Asyad Group, said the 
zone focuses on enabling trade and at-
tracting international quality projects 
by providing world-class infrastructure, 
streamlined systems and value-added 
services that enable companies to thrive 
through efficient air connectivity.

He emphasized the zone’s aspiration to 
become a fully integrated global logis-
tics hub, leveraging its strategic location 
at Muscat International Airport to facili-
tate faster cargo handling, reduce tran-
sit times and improve access to regional 
and global markets.

The zone also benefits from multimod-
al logistics services through the Asyad 
ecosystem, which integrates air, sea and 
land transportation with free and special 
economic zones and private-sector part-
nerships, aiming to increase exports and 
imports through air freight for prod-
ucts requiring rapid supply chains, such 
as pharmaceuticals, food products and 
e-commerce shipments.

Al Rawdah Special Economic Zone De-
velopment Project

Eng. Azzan bin Said Al Hasani, Pro-

ject Director for the development of Al 
Rawdah Special Economic Zone, high-
lighted the advantages of the zone, 
which is located in Mahdah, Al Burai-
mi Governorate, approximately 80 km 
from Dubai in the United Arab Emirates 
and 125 km from Sohar.

This strategic location positions it as 
an export-oriented industrial base and 
an important logistics hub benefiting 
from rapid access to Jebel Ali Port and 
Sohar Port and maximizing econom-
ic gains for projects established in the 
zone.

He said that during the first quarter 
of this year, the developer commenced 
land preparation works for the first 
phase. The contract for the first phase 
of surface water drainage channels is 
expected to be awarded in the coming 
months, while implementation of the 
first phase infrastructure works by the 
developer is expected to begin during 
the third quarter of this year.

Development Project of the Special Eco-
nomic Zone in Al Dhahirah Governorate

Eng. Ibrahim bin Yousuf Al Zadjali, 
Project Director for the development 
of the Special Economic Zone in Al Dha-
hirah Governorate, located near the 
Oman–Saudi Arabia border, reviewed 
the implementation progress of the 
zone.

He stated that completion of the first 
package, which includes the construc-
tion of main roads and surface water 
drainage channels, currently exceeds 
22% and is ahead of schedule. Work is 
also underway to finalize the tendering 
process for the second package cover-
ing internal roads and related services.

The third package, covering the dry 
port facilities and veterinary quarantine 
facilities, and the fourth package, cov-
ering the administrative and commer-
cial complex, are expected to be award-
ed in the near future.

Reviewing mechanisms to 
activate the Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) with the 

Republic of India across 
special economic zones, 
free zones and industrial 

cities, contributing to 
enhanced investment flows 

and trade exchange

Institutional integration and 
strategic partnerships to 

maximize economic impact in 
special economic zones, free 

zones and industrial cities and 
attract quality investments to 

the Sultanate of Oman

Strategic partnerships and 
enabling incentives support 
growth, accelerate project 
localization and maximize 
economic impact across 

various sectors

Dr Ahmed Kashoob Dr Musallam QatanZayana Al Rashdi Eng. Ibrahim Al ZadjaliEng. Ahmed AkaakDr Said Al Quraini Eng. Azzan Al HasaniFaisal Al Balushi
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Requests Received by 
the Authority’s Contact 

Center in Q1 2026

The Contact Center of the 
Public Authority for Special 
Economic Zones and Free 
Zones (OPAZ) recorded active 
engagement during the first 
quarter of this year, handling 
269 local and international re-
quests related to investment 
and inquiries about services, 
procedures, and permits in the 
special economic zones and 
free zones, reflecting contin-
ued interaction with investors 
and the efficiency of the sup-
port and service system.

Calls and Processing:

Total 
incoming calls 

received:

269

Processing rate:Additional processing:Processing Time

of calls were handled 
directly by Contact 

Center staff

of requests were re-
ferred to the relevant 

offices for further 
processing

Request processing time 
ranges from half an hour 
to two days depending on 
the nature of the service

8020 %%

Distribution of Requests by Zone:

The Special Economic Zone at Duqm (SEZAD): ....................... 182  requests 

Sohar Free Zone:....................................................................55 requests 

Al Mazunah Free Zone: ................................................... 1  request 

Salalah Free Zone: ................................................................17  requests 

Khazaen Economic City: ................................................. 14  requests 

Advanced infrastructure alone is no longer sufficient to guarantee the success of special economic 
zones, free zones, and industrial cities in attracting investment and achieving sustainable growth. 
Modern ports, paved roads, and energy and water networks, despite their importance, are now 
considered a “basic requirement” that investors take for granted, but they are no longer the deci-
sive factor in investment location decisions.

Amid the rapid transformations taking place in the global economy, competition among econom-
ic zones has moved beyond traditional infrastructure to encompass the quality of the business envi-
ronment, the efficiency of procedures, the flexibility of regulations, and the ability of institutional 
frameworks to respond swiftly to investors’ requirements.

International experiences confirm that the most successful economic zones are not necessarily 
those with the best infrastructure alone, but rather those that have succeeded in building an inte-
grated investment ecosystem that combines advanced infrastructure, an attractive regulatory envi-
ronment, sophisticated digital services, ease of doing business, and effective partnership with the 
private sector. Today’s investor seeks an environment that enables the establishment, operation, 
and expansion of projects efficiently, quickly, and at a competitive cost.

Against this backdrop, the concept of an “integrated investment environment” has emerged as 
the new phase in the evolution of economic zones. The focus is no longer limited to providing land, 
facilities, and basic services, but has expanded to include the development of a comprehensive eco-
system that offers investors a seamless experience, beginning with the exploration of investment 
opportunities, through company establishment and licensing procedures, and extending to opera-
tion, expansion, and connectivity with local, regional, and global markets.

In the Sultanate of Oman, the Public Authority for Special Economic Zones and Free Zones is 
leading this qualitative transformation through the development of an integrated economic zone 
model focused on enhancing competitiveness, improving the business environment, and increasing 
the efficiency of services provided to investors. The Authority has placed significant emphasis on 
developing modern infrastructure across economic zones, free zones, and industrial cities as the 
foundation for any economic activity. It has implemented strategic infrastructure, utility, and logis-
tics projects to provide a comprehensive operating environment for investment projects.

At the same time, the Authority’s efforts have not been limited to construction and development. 
They have also extended to enhancing the regulatory and legislative environment, simplifying pro-
cedures, and accelerating digital transformation, thereby improving the investor journey and re-
ducing the time, effort, and cost required. The Authority also provides a comprehensive package 
of incentives, facilities, and competitive advantages stipulated under the Law of Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones, further strengthening the attractiveness of these zones to both local and 
foreign investors.

The Authority also continues to develop its digital services ecosystem and electronic portals, facil-
itating access to services, licenses, and permits, while enhancing integration with relevant govern-
ment entities. This positively impacts transaction efficiency and improves the investor experience. 
Today, investors do not measure the success of a zone solely by the scale of its infrastructure, but by 
the ease of doing business, the speed of decision-making, the clarity of procedures, and the effec-
tiveness of communication with the relevant authorities.

The provision of supporting services is also a key factor in enhancing the competitiveness of eco-
nomic zones. Advanced logistics services, sustainable energy solutions, integrated supply chains, 
and financial and technological services contribute to lowering operating costs, increasing produc-
tivity, and strengthening the competitiveness of projects operating within these zones.

These efforts are aligned with Oman’s objectives of diversifying its economic base and increasing 
the contribution of productive sectors to GDP through attracting high-value investments, localizing 
targeted industries, enhancing local content, creating employment opportunities, and supporting 
national exports.

This vision has enabled special economic zones, free zones, and industrial cities in Oman to evolve 
from the concept of “fully serviced investment sites” into “integrated business platforms” that com-
bine modern infrastructure, enabling legislation, smart services, effective governance, and strategic 
partnerships with the private sector, thereby enhancing their ability to compete regionally and 
internationally.

In conclusion, the success of any economic zone, free zone, or industrial city is no longer measured 
solely by the roads, ports, and facilities it possesses, but by its ability to transform these assets into 
sustainable economic value, productive investments, quality employment opportunities, and pro-
jects that contribute to economic growth. This highlights the importance of the role played by the 
Public Authority for Special Economic Zones and Free Zones in building an integrated and advanced 
investment environment that positions Oman’s economic and free zones as attractive investment 
destinations and active hubs within regional and global value chains, supporting the objectives of 
Oman Vision 2040 and strengthening the Sultanate’s position on the global investment map.

What Truly Makes an Economic 
Zone Successful?

OPAZ 
continues to 
develop its 
digital services 
ecosystem 
and electronic 
portals, 
facilitating 
access to 
services, 
licenses, and 
permits, while 
enhancing 
integration 
with relevant 
government 
entities, 
positively 
reflecting on 
transaction 
speed and 
improving 
the investor 
experience

Mahmoud Said Al Aufi
Economic journalist
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Environmental Permits and Indicators

Your Excellency, to begin with, how 
many environmental permits did 
the Environment Authority issue for 
projects in special economic zones, 
free zones and industrial cities? 
Which sectors benefited most from 
these permits?

The Environment Authority issued 
approximately 8,882 environmental 
permits in 2025 for categories A, B and 
C, out of a total of 28,647 permits of 
various types issued by the Authority. 
These permits cover industrial projects, 

special economic and free zones, indus-
trial cities and ports, in addition to the 
chemicals sector, waste management, 
radiation protection, liquid waste, ma-
rine activities and climate affairs.

This figure reflects the broad scope of 
environmental services provided by the 
Authority to investment projects and its 
role in regulating economic activity in a 
manner that ensures compliance with 
environmental requirements, particu-
larly in areas with high industrial and 
investment density.

Could you review the growth rates 

in environmental permits compared 
with previous years? What do these 
indicators reveal about the pace of 
investment activity?

Environmental permits for categories 
A, B and C recorded notable growth be-
tween 2021 and 2025, rising from 2,340 
permits in 2021 to 2,983 permits in 
2022, then 4,664 permits in 2023, 4,669 
permits in 2024, and reaching 8,882 
permits in 2025. This represents growth 
of approximately 90% compared with 
2024 and around 280% compared with 
2021.

These indicators point to the acceler-
ating pace of investment activity, grow-
ing demand for environmental services 
and improved efficiency of the elec-
tronic permitting system. They also re-
flect the Authority’s ability to keep pace 
with industrial and investment growth 
through faster and clearer procedures 
without compromising environmental 
protection requirements.

Your Excellency, what is the average 
timeframe for issuing environmen-
tal permits for projects? Are there 
efforts to accelerate procedures 
without compromising standards?

The Authority issues environmental 
permits based on project classification 
according to environmental impact 
levels. Certain permits are issued au-
tomatically for low- and medium-risk 
projects once the required conditions 
are met. Some permits are issued within 
24 hours, while permits requiring tech-
nical assessment or detailed studies are 
issued within an average of approxi-
mately five working days.

Digital transformation and the devel-
opment of the permitting system have 
contributed to accelerating procedures, 
alongside efforts to simplify processes 
for projects with lower environmental 
impacts, while maintaining in-depth 
technical assessments for major indus-
trial projects or projects located in envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas.

What are the key environmental re-
quirements considered when grant-
ing permits to major industrial pro-
jects?

When granting permits to major in-
dustrial projects, the Authority focuses 
on several requirements, including en-
vironmental impact assessment studies 
for high-impact projects, compliance 
with air, water and soil quality stand-
ards, waste and chemical management, 
emissions control, environmental moni-
toring and compliance plans, and emer-
gency response and pollution contin-
gency plans.

This aligns with the Environment Au-
thority’s strategic objectives, which in-
clude improving environmental quality, 
managing chemicals, waste manage-

ment and the circular economy, and 
climate change, within 10 strategic 
objectives aimed at balancing environ-
mental protection and sustainable de-
velopment.

Your Excellency, do environmental 
permitting requirements differ be-
tween special economic and free 
zones and other areas? How is the 
balance achieved between invest-
ment facilitation and environmental 
protection?

Yes, permitting requirements vary ac-
cording to project location, nature and 
level of environmental impact. Certain 
category B projects within approved in-
dustrial areas, free zones and industrial 
ports may receive permits automatically 
once the project owner declares compli-
ance with environmental requirements, 
whereas similar projects outside these 
areas may require broader review or an 
environmental impact assessment de-
pending on site sensitivity and project 
nature.

The balance is achieved through classi-
fying projects according to environmen-
tal impact. Permits are expedited for 
low- and medium-risk projects, while 
high-impact projects undergo more 
detailed technical evaluations. This 
ensures the facilitation of responsible 
investment while preserving environ-
mental quality and protecting natural 
resources.

Environmental Enforcement and Mon-
itoring

How does the Environment Authori-
ty monitor compliance with environ-
mental requirements in economic, 
free and industrial zones after per-
mits have been issued?

The Environment Authority moni-
tors compliance after permit issuance 
through a regulatory framework that 
includes field visits, inspections, ver-
ification of compliance with require-
ments, monitoring environmental indi-
cators and tracking air, water and soil 
quality, in addition to the use of digital 
systems and monitoring stations. Field 
inspection visits increased from 18,564 
to 53,144 between 2021 and 2025, rep-
resenting approximately a 2.86-fold in-
crease, reflecting the expansion of en-
vironmental oversight and its transition 
toward more systematic and data-driv-
en monitoring.

What monitoring mechanisms does 
the Authority rely on to ensure en-
vironmental compliance? Are digital 
technologies or smart monitoring 
systems being used?

The Authority relies on various mech-
anisms, including field inspections, air 
quality monitoring stations, smart emis-
sions monitoring systems, the “Naqi” 
air quality platform, digital environ-
mental data platforms and the national 
emissions inventory. The number of air 
quality monitoring stations has exceed-
ed 50, with real-time data made availa-
ble to the public and decision-makers.

The Authority is also working under its 
plans to further develop the “Al Wash-
aq” platform and the integrated envi-
ronmental licensing system, while de-
plying drones and sensors for real-time 
monitoring, enhancing smart oversight 
and reducing reliance solely on tradi-
tional methods.

Your Excellency, are there indicators 
or statistics regarding environmen-
tal compliance levels in these zones?

Yes. Indicators show a significant im-
provement in environmental compli-
ance, with compliance rates increasing 
from 30% to approximately 91.3% 
between 2021 and 2025, represent-
ing more than a threefold increase. 

Developing the environmental li-
censing system to keep pace with 
investment and industrial growth

Environmental compliance in eco-
nomic, free and industrial zones 
improved from 30% to 91.3% 

(2021–2025)

A gradual approach to addressing 
environmental violations begins 

with monitoring and warnings and 
ends with the application of penal-
ties in accordance with regulations

Some environmental permits are 
issued within 24 hours for compli-
ant projects, while permits requir-
ing technical assessment take an 

average of 5 working days

Supporting the use of renewable 
energy and clean technologies 

and linking industrial projects to 
emissions reduction pathways

Integrated coordination with 
zone operators to unify environ-
mental requirements, exchange 
data and accelerate procedures

His Excellency Dr Abdullah Al Amri, Chairman of the 
Environment Authority, in an exclusive interview with :

of the 
ew with :

Environmental Permits 
Issued in 2025 Reflect 

Expansion of Investment 
Activity in Economic, Free 

and Industrial Zones

8,882

Muscat -          :

His Excellency Dr Abdullah bin Ali Al Amri, Chairman of the Environment Authority, affirmed 
that the Authority continues to develop its environmental licensing system in line with the rapid 
growth witnessed by investment and industrial projects in the Sultanate of Oman, enhancing 
the efficiency of procedures and contributing to faster processing of applications without com-
promising environmental standards and requirements, thereby achieving a balance between 
economic development needs and environmental protection and the sustainability of natural 
resources.
In an exclusive interview with Duqm Economist, His Excellency explained that the number of 
environmental permits issued by the Authority for projects in special economic zones, free zones 
and industrial cities during 2025 for categories A, B and C reached approximately 8,882 permits, 
out of a total of 28,647 permits of various types issued by the Authority, reflecting the scale of 
investment activity and development expansion taking place in these zones.
He pointed out that these permits cover a wide range of sectors and activities, including in-
dustrial projects, special economic and free zones, industrial cities and ports, in addition to the 
chemicals sector, waste management, radiation protection, liquid waste, marine activities and 
climate affairs, reflecting the diversity of environmental services provided by the Authority and 
its role in regulating economic activities and ensuring compliance with approved environmental 
requirements.
His Excellency noted that the continuous development of the environmental licensing system 
has positively contributed to the increase in the number of permits issued and improved levels 
of environmental compliance across various sectors, particularly in special economic zones, free 
zones and industrial cities, which are witnessing an accelerated pace of investment and devel-
opment projects.
The full interview follows:
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Air quality reached 98%, soil quality 
87% and marine environmental qual-
ity 86.8%, reflecting the impact of 
monitoring, surveillance and improve-
ments in the environmental compliance 
framework.

How are environmentally non-com-
pliant facilities dealt with? What 
corrective measures or penalties are 
applied?

Non-compliant facilities are addressed 
through a gradual process that begins 
with identifying violations, followed by 
warnings, requiring corrective action 
plans and monitoring implementation 
of the necessary measures. If violations 
continue or cause significant environ-
mental impact, penalties are applied 
in accordance with the relevant regu-
lations and laws. The primary objective 
is to correct environmental conditions 
and improve compliance levels rather 
than disrupt economic activity, while 
ensuring environmental protection and 
public health.

To what extent does the Authority 
coordinate with operators of eco-
nomic, free and industrial zones to 
enhance environmental compliance?

The Authority coordinates with oper-
ators of economic, free and industrial 
zones through permit integration, field 
monitoring, data exchange and the 
unification of requirements, ensuring 
the avoidance of duplicated procedures 

while maintaining a high level of envi-
ronmental protection. Such coordina-
tion is essential for balancing invest-
ment facilitation with environmental 
compliance in industrially intensive 
zones.

Net Zero and Sustainability
Your Excellency, what role does 
the Environment Authority play in 
supporting Oman’s journey toward 
net-zero carbon emissions, and 
what are the related timelines?

The Sultanate of Oman is implement-
ing its updated national net-zero plan, 
which aims to achieve net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2050. The Environment Au-
thority, in coordination with the Oman 
Net Zero Centre and other national en-
tities, supports this objective through 

environmental and climate policies and 
regulations, the development of moni-
toring and reporting tools, support for 
a low-carbon economy and the promo-
tion of environmentally friendly invest-
ments.

How are emissions reduction poli-
cies reflected in projects within eco-
nomic, free and industrial zones?

Emissions reduction policies are re-
flected in industrial projects through 
stricter monitoring requirements, im-
proved energy efficiency, emissions 
reduction measures, encouragement 
of clean technologies and linking en-
vironmental permits to emissions man-
agement plans. These policies also sup-
port the adoption of renewable energy, 
green hydrogen and carbon capture, 
enhancing the competitiveness of in-
dustrial zones while reducing environ-
mental and climate risks.

Are there specific requirements for 
measuring the carbon footprint of 
projects? Are companies required 
to submit periodic reports in this re-
gard?

There are increasing requirements 
for measuring emissions and carbon 
footprints, particularly through the 
national climate reporting system and 
the “Manakh” digital platform for the 
national greenhouse gas emissions in-
ventory. These tools support periodic 
reporting and climate transparency and 
help build a national emissions data-
base, enabling the monitoring of cli-
mate performance across projects and 
sectors.

What are the Authority’s key initia-
tives to promote the green economy 
and reduce industrial emissions?

Key initiatives include supporting blue 
carbon projects and mangrove plant-
ing, developing the “Manakh” national 
emissions inventory platform, promot-
ing recycling, treating industrial and 
hazardous waste and encouraging the 
transition toward a low-carbon econo-
my. Indicators show that recycling rates 
reached 38%, while the number of re-
cycling plants rose to 85 in 2025. The 
proportion of hazardous waste treated 
also increased from 50% to 65% be-
tween 2024 and 2025.

How does the Authority support 
the use of renewable energy and 
clean technologies within industrial 
zones?

The Authority supports renewable en-
ergy and clean technologies by linking 
industrial projects to emissions reduc-
tion pathways, integrating energy and 
resource efficiency requirements into 
environmental conditions and encour-
aging projects related to green hydro-

gen, carbon capture and renewable en-
ergy. Future plans also include climate 
change mitigation projects involving 
renewable energy, green hydrogen, 
carbon capture and an AI-powered na-
tional emissions inventory platform.

Institutional and Legislative Integration
Your Excellency, within the frame-
work of institutional integration, 
how does the Environment Author-
ity coordinate with entities respon-
sible for economic, free and indus-
trial zones to ensure integrated 
implementation of environmental 
requirements?

Coordination takes place through in-
tegrated permitting, field monitoring, 
data exchange and the harmonisation 
of environmental requirements with 
operators of economic, free and indus-
trial zones. This coordination helps re-
duce duplication, accelerate procedures 
and ensure clarity of roles among enti-
ties while maintaining a high level of 
environmental protection.

Are there any forthcoming legisla-
tive updates aimed at strengthening 
environmental governance in eco-
nomic and industrial zones?

The environmental legislative frame-
work has undergone significant up-
dates, including the Environmental 
Permits Regulation, the Waste Export 
Regulation, the Hazardous Chemicals 
Regulation, the Radiation Protection 

and Nuclear and Radiation Source Safe-
ty and Security Regulation, the Environ-
mental Noise Control Regulation, the 
Sound Management of Chemicals Reg-
ulation, as well as the National Strategy 
for the Orderly Transition to Net Zero.

These updates contribute to strength-
ening environmental governance, reg-
ulating industrial activities, improving 
compliance and aligning national legis-
lation with international requirements.

How does the Authority keep pace 
with international best practices in 
industrial environmental manage-
ment?

The Authority follows international 
best practices by adhering to national 
and international standards for air, wa-
ter and soil quality, implementing inter-

national environmental agreements and 
utilising advanced monitoring and over-
sight technologies. The Authority also 
operates within a framework comprising 
22 international agreements and organ-
isations, including the United Nations 
Environment Programme, the Basel, 
Stockholm, Rotterdam and Minamata 
Conventions, the International Maritime 
Organization and the United Nations In-
dustrial Development Organization.

Challenges and Future Opportunities
Your Excellency, how can a balance 
be achieved between attracting in-
dustrial investment and meeting en-
vironmental sustainability goals in 
special economic zones, free zones 
and industrial cities?

The balance is achieved by classifying 
projects according to environmental 
impact, expediting permits for low- 
and medium-risk projects, requiring 
environmental impact assessments for 
high-impact projects and strengthening 
post-operational monitoring. Indicators 
confirm that this approach supports in-
vestment without compromising envi-
ronmental protection.

What opportunities are available to 
enhance green industries in these 
zones?

Key opportunities include recycling, 
industrial and hazardous waste man-
agement, renewable energy, green hy-
drogen, carbon capture, blue carbon, 
carbon credits and smart monitoring 
technologies. Future plans also focus on 
maximising circular economy returns, 
developing green finance policies, 
strengthening local and regional value 
chains and stimulating investment in re-
cycling and alternative energy.

How does the Authority view the 
future of sustainable investment in 
Oman in light of global trends to-
ward the green economy?

The Authority believes that the future 
of sustainable investment in Oman is 
promising, particularly with the grow-
ing global demand for low-carbon 
projects, the advancement of digital 
permitting and monitoring systems and 
expanding circular economy opportu-
nities. Indicators support this outlook, 
with recycled waste reaching approxi-
mately 39%, exceeding the 35% target. 
The number of recycling sites increased 
to 85, with around 1.77 million tonnes 
of waste recycled, alongside air quality 
reaching 98% and environmental com-
pliance approaching 91.3%.

Accordingly, Oman represents an at-
tractive environment for responsible 
investment, particularly in green indus-
tries, clean technologies, resource man-
agement and projects supporting the 
net-zero transition.

Digital transformation en-
hances the speed of permit 

issuance and compliance 
monitoring through inspec-
tions, digital systems and 

monitoring stations

Field inspection visits in the 
zones increased from 18,564 
to 53,144 visits (2021–2025), 

a 2.86-fold increase

Development of the “Al 
Washaq” platform and the 

environmental licensing 
system, and the use of 
drones and sensors for 
real-time monitoring

10 strategic objectives 
to achieve a balance 

between environmental 
protection and sustaina-

ble development
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Muscat -          :

The Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ) 
offers extensive and diversified invest-
ment opportunities for investors in the 
pharmaceutical industry, including the 
establishment of generic pharmaceu-
tical manufacturing facilities, research 
laboratories, active pharmaceutical in-
gredient (API) production plants, as well 
as vaccines and biopharmaceutical man-
ufacturing. The medical devices sector 
also offers promising opportunities in 
medical equipment, digital health solu-
tions, surgical instruments, and smart 
health monitoring devices.

The Sultanate of Oman continues to 
strengthen its position as a strategic 
gateway for investment in this sector, 
leveraging its geographical location, ad-
vanced infrastructure, and competitive 
investment incentives, making it a prom-
ising regional hub for pharmaceutical 
manufacturing and advanced medical 
technologies.

In this context, special economic zones, 
free zones, and industrial cities have al-
located dedicated areas for investment 
in pharmaceutical and medical device 
industries as part of efforts to enhance 
industrial diversification and support val-
ue-added sectors.

Rapid Growth in
the Pharmaceutical Market

According to OPAZ data, the number of 
major pharmaceutical projects and man-
ufacturing facilities currently operating 
stands at around 11, distributed across 
special economic zones, free zones, and 
industrial cities, reflecting the diversity 
of the pharmaceutical investment base 
in the Sultanate of Oman.

The pharmaceutical market in Oman 
is experiencing rapid growth, reach-
ing approximately USD 752.4 million in 
2024 and expected to increase to USD 

1.24 billion by 2031, representing a 
compound annual growth rate (CAGR) 
of 7.4%. Pharmaceutical imports also 
increased from USD 565 million in 2021 
to USD 670.3 million in 2023, recording 
a growth rate of 8.9%, reflecting grow-
ing domestic and regional demand for 
pharmaceutical products and confirming 
the sector’s attractiveness for investment 
and industrial expansion.

Global Pharmaceutical Market Size
Globally, the pharmaceutical market 

is estimated at approximately USD 1.2 
trillion in 2025, with a compound annu-
al growth rate of 4.7%. North America 
leads the market with a value of USD 
691.5 billion, followed by Asia at USD 
249.6 billion and Europe at USD 205.2 
billion. GCC markets account for approx-
imately USD 9.9 billion, while Africa re-
cords USD 13.6 billion and South Ameri-
ca USD 33.9 billion.

Growing Pharmaceutical
Clusters Across Economic Zones

Several pharmaceutical and medical 
clusters have emerged across Oman’s 
economic zones, free zones, and indus-
trial cities. Salalah Free Zone attracts 
investments exceeding USD 600 mil-

lion and hosts strategic projects such as 
Philex Pharmaceuticals, Dhofar Pharma-
ceutical Industries Company SAOG, the 
International Pharmaceutical Complex, 
and Oman Pharmaceutical Products 
Company (OPP).

Khazaen Economic City hosts invest-
ments estimated at approximately USD 
600 million, including the Integrated 
Pharmaceutical Industries Complex, the 
Veterinary Vaccines Factory, Opal Bio 
Pharma, and Pharma City. Meanwhile, 
Madayn attracts investments exceeding 
USD 100 million through specialised 
projects including Menagen Pharma-
ceutical Industries, Global Ambassadors 
for Health, Al Farabi Veterinary & Agri-
cultural Pharmaceuticals, and National 
Pharmaceutical Industries (NPI).

In Sohar Freezone, efforts continue 
to strengthen pharmaceutical manu-
facturing through strategic projects 
including Julphar Gulf Pharmaceuti-
cal Industries, Oman Pharmaceutical 
Products Company (OPP), and Penicillin 
General Integrated Industrial Company 
(Pen-G).

Pharmaceutical manufacturing in 
Oman benefits from several local val-
ue drivers, including gypsum used in 
pharmaceutical excipients, water de-
salination and treatment, fish oils and 
squalene, limestone and dolomite, in 
addition to the penicillin manufactur-
ing project in Sohar. The medical devic-
es sector also offers promising oppor-
tunities in medical polymers, medical 
rubber and latex, medical textiles, and 
medical adhesives.

Success Stories
The sector’s success stories reflect 

the Sultanate’s competitive strengths. 
National Pharmaceutical Industries ex-
ports to more than 50 countries world-
wide, while Dhofar Pharmaceutical 
Industries Company SAOG opened a 
new manufacturing facility in Raysut 
in 2024. Philex Pharmaceuticals repre-

sents one of the sector’s most promi-
nent projects, with an investment of 
USD 150 million and an annual produc-
tion capacity of one billion tablets and 
capsules. Menagen Pharmaceutical In-
dustries, established in Rusayl in 2024, 
specialises in oncology and rare disease 
treatments.

Flexible Investment Environment
and Integrated Investor Services

The Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones continues 
to provide integrated services that fa-
cilitate the investor journey through 
one-stop-shop services, simplified es-
tablishment, licensing and registration 
procedures, dedicated support teams, 
accelerated customs clearance, and 
assistance in complying with World 
Health Organization standards, U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration re-

quirements, and European Union GMP 
standards. Tailored infrastructure and 
facility solutions are also provided ac-
cording to investors’ needs at compet-
itive rates.

With regard to sector-specific incen-
tives, advance purchase agreements 
covering between 10% and 20% of 
production are concluded with several 
companies operating in the pharma-
ceutical and healthcare sectors, includ-
ing Philex Pharmaceuticals, Menagen 
Pharmaceutical Industries, Opal Bio 
Pharma, Dhofar Pharma, Izz Pharma, 
and Health Supplies Factory, enhancing 
sustainable demand for locally man-
ufactured products. Certain national 
products are also granted a 10% price 
preference in government tenders, 
in addition to customs duty exemp-
tions on raw materials and equipment, 
thereby enhancing competitiveness 

and supporting industry growth.

Establishing Pharmaceutical Manufac-
turing Facilities and Regulatory Proce-
dures

The process of establishing a phar-
maceutical or medical manufacturing 
facility in the Sultanate of Oman begins 
with obtaining preliminary approv-
al from the Drug Safety Centre at the 
Ministry of Health, followed by acti-
vating the industrial activity with the 
Ministry of Commerce, Industry and 
Investment Promotion, agreeing on the 
project location, obtaining approval 
for factory designs and plans, and ulti-
mately securing the final licence upon 
compliance with Good Manufacturing 
Practice (GMP) requirements, reflecting 
a flexible regulatory environment that 
supports high-value investments in the 
healthcare and pharmaceutical sectors.

Extensive investment opportunities
in pharmaceuticals and medical devices

Investment Opportunities

Government Investment Incentives

Pharmaceutical and Medical Clusters in Oman

How Does OPAZ Facilitate Investment?

Medical Devices Sector
• Medical equipment
• Digital health solutions
• Surgical instruments
• Smart health monitoring devices

Assistance in complying with:
• World Health Organization (WHO) standards
• U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) require-

ments
• European Union GMP standards
• Tailored Solutions
• Infrastructure and facilities tailored to investors’ 

requirements
• Competitive land and service rates

•

• Tax exemptions for up to 30 years
• Customs exemptions on raw materi-

als and equipment
• No minimum capital requirement
• 100% foreign ownership
• 0% personal income tax, value-add-

ed tax, and capital gains tax

• Streamlined establishment and 
licensing procedures

• Work permits issued within 24 
hours

• Long-term residency visas for 
investors

• Freedom to transact in all curren-
cies

• Usufruct agreements of up to 50 
years, renewable

• Advance purchase agreements 
covering 10% to 20% of produc-
tion by the government

• 10% price preference in govern-
ment tenders

• Customs duty exemptions on raw 
materials and equipment

Number of Pharmaceu-
tical Projects and Manu-
facturing Facilities

Projects and manufacturing facilities distributed 
across various special economic zones, free zones, 
and industrial cities

11 

Steps to establish a Pharmaceutical or Medical Factory

Obtain preliminary 
approval from the Drug 

Safety Centre at the Min-
istry of Health.

Activate the industrial 
activity with the 

Ministry of Commerce, 
Industry and Investment 

Promotion

Agree on the factory 
location with the 

relevant authorities

Secure the final 
licence after 

fulfilling GMP 
requirements

Financial IncentivesOperational IncentivesSector-Specific Incentives

Obtain approval 
for factory 
designs and 
plans

Pharmaceutical Sector
• Generic pharmaceutical manufacturing
• Research laboratories
• Active pharmaceutical ingredient (API) 

production
• Vaccines and biopharmaceuticals

• One-Stop-Shop Services
• Facilitating establishment, licensing, 

and registration procedures
• Dedicated investor support teams
• Flexible Regulatory Procedures
• Accelerated customs clearance

The medical devices sector offers 
promising opportunities in med-

ical equipment, digital health 
solutions, surgical instruments, 
and smart monitoring devices.

Around 11 major pharmaceuti-
cal projects and manufacturing 
facilities are distributed across 
special economic zones, free 
zones, and industrial cities.

Rapid growth in Oman’s phar-
maceutical market is driving the 
expansion of high-value invest-
ments in the healthcare sector.
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Knowledge-Based Economy: A Gateway 
to Economic Diversification The 

importance 
of the 
knowledge-
based 
economy lies 
in its ability 
to support 
economic 
diversification 
by creating 
new 
productive 
sectors that 
do not rely on 
exhaustible 
resources.

The knowl-
edge-based 
economy is 
no longer an 
additional 
development 
option; it has 
become a stra-
tegic necessity 
imposed by 
global trans-
formations and 
future require-
ments.

Dr. Arif bin Khamis Al Fazari
Knowledge Researcher

The world today is witnessing rapid technological and eco-
nomic transformations driven by the Fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion (4.0), where natural resources are no longer the sole engine 
of economic growth. Instead, knowledge, innovation, technol-
ogy, and intellectual capital have become among the most im-
portant elements in building modern economies.

The World Bank report Where Is the Wealth of Nations? Meas-
uring Capital for the 21st Century (2006) indicates that the larg-
est share of wealth in developed countries depends on intangi-
ble capital, which includes knowledge, skills, intellectual capital, 
and institutional quality. This type of capital represents the larg-
est proportion of total wealth in most high-income countries, 
exceeding 60% of total wealth, while natural resources account 
for less than 10% of their economic wealth.

In this context, the Knowledge-Based Economy (KBE) has 
emerged as the model most capable of achieving sustainable 
development and economic diversification, particularly for 
rentier economies seeking to reduce their dependence on oil 
and gas. The Sultanate of Oman is among these countries, hav-
ing made the knowledge-based economy a principal pillar of 
economic diversification and sustainable development within 
the framework of Oman Vision 2040, considering it a strategic 
gateway to building a competitive, diversified, and sustainable 
economy.

According to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) (1996), a knowledge-based economy 
is one that depends on the production, distribution, and use 
of knowledge as the primary driver of economic growth and 
productivity enhancement, through investment in education, 
research and development, innovation, human skills develop-
ment, and technological infrastructure.

The importance of the knowledge-based economy lies in its 
ability to support economic diversification by creating new pro-
ductive sectors that do not rely on exhaustible resources. Ac-
cording to the Digital Economy Report issued by the United Na-
tions Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) (2019), 
the global digital economy was valued at approximately USD 
11.5 trillion in 2016, equivalent to 15.5% of global gross domes-
tic product, reflecting its growing role in supporting economic 
growth, enhancing productivity, and transitioning toward more 
diversified and sustainable economies.

International experiences further confirm the importance of 
investing in knowledge. Expenditure on research and develop-
ment in South Korea reached 5.13% of GDP in 2024, according 
to OECD data (2026), as noted above, while advanced servic-
es sectors contribute approximately 73% of Singapore’s GDP, 
based on World Bank data (2024).

According to the Global Innovation Index (2023), innovation 
inputs are based on the institutional environment, intellectual 
capital, research and development, infrastructure, market so-
phistication, and business sophistication, while outputs consist 
of knowledge, technology, and creative outputs.

These indicators demonstrate that the success of a knowl-
edge-based economy is linked to a country’s ability to employ 

these inputs within its national policies. This is precisely what 
Oman seeks to achieve in order to reduce dependence on oil 
and enhance economic diversification. Despite progress in diver-
sification policies, oil revenues still constitute the largest share 
of the Omani economy. The Tenth Five-Year Development Plan 
and Oman Vision 2040 indicate that the objective is to signifi-
cantly increase the contribution of non-oil sectors and strength-
en the digital economy, innovation, and entrepreneurship. 
While the contribution of non-oil activities to GDP has increased 
in recent years, the real challenge lies in transforming this con-
tribution from quantitative growth into qualitative growth 
based on high value-added, knowledge, and productivity.

Oman Vision 2040 has established strategic objectives and di-
rections related to building a competitive economy based on 
knowledge and innovation. It focuses on increasing the contri-
bution of the digital economy and improving Oman’s ranking 
in international indices such as the Global Innovation Index, the 
Global Competitiveness Index, and the Network Readiness In-
dex.

The Sultanate of Oman possesses several advantages that 
qualify it for this transformation, most notably its strategic ge-
ographic location, political stability, and relatively advanced 
infrastructure. In addition, Omani society is characterized by a 
young population, representing an important opportunity to 
build a productive human capital base if investments are prop-
erly directed toward education, training, and qualification. 
Oman has also witnessed expansion in digital infrastructure and 
telecommunications, along with increased use of the internet 
and e-government services, enhancing its readiness to transition 
toward a digital and knowledge-based economy.

However, this transformation faces several challenges, most 
notably limited expenditure on research and development 
(R&D), which remains below the global average. In South Korea, 
spending on scientific research reaches 5.13% of GDP, as men-
tioned above, while in Singapore it stands at 2.03%, according 
to OECD data (2026). By contrast, many developing economies, 
including some countries in the region, remain below the global 
average.

Another fundamental challenge is the weak linkage between 
educational outcomes and labor market needs. The Future of 
Jobs Report published by the World Economic Forum (2023) in-
dicates that six out of ten employees will require training be-
fore 2027, while sufficient training opportunities are available 
for only half of employees. Employers also expect that 44% of 
workers’ skills will be disrupted or transformed over the next 
five years, requiring continuous updates to educational and 
training programs.

Another challenge is the need to strengthen a culture of in-
novation and entrepreneurship, as some institutions still rely on 
traditional management and production models, reducing their 
ability to adapt quickly to digital transformation. Attracting and 
retaining talent also represents a competitive challenge amid 
regional efforts to attract highly skilled minds.

At the same time, there are promising opportunities for the 

Omani economy that could generate a signif-
icant qualitative transformation. Expansion 
of the digital economy opens broad pros-
pects in e-commerce, financial technology 
(FinTech), cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, 
and smart logistics services. Oman’s orienta-
tion toward renewable energy and green 
hydrogen also represents a strategic opportu-
nity, particularly given the global shift toward 
a green economy. According to the World 
Economic Forum (2023), global investments 
in renewable energy reached USD 1.3 trillion 
in 2022, reflecting expanding opportunities 
associated with green hydrogen and clean 
energy. This provides Oman with a strong 
competitive advantage if the sector is linked 
to research and development and local tech-
nological capabilities.

The government and private sector play a 
pivotal role in leading this transformation. 
The government is responsible for devel-
oping policies and legislation, stimulating 
investment in education and research and 
development, strengthening the regulatory 
environment that supports innovation, and 
expanding digital infrastructure. The private 
sector, meanwhile, is responsible for trans-
forming knowledge into economic value 
through investment in technology projects, 
financing startups, and creating high-quality 
employment opportunities.

International experiences provide inspiring 
models that can be leveraged. South Korea 
transformed from a resource-limited country 
in the 1960s into one of the world’s largest 
industrial and technological economies due 

to intensive investment in education and re-
search and development. Singapore likewise 
succeeded in building a globally competitive 
economy despite its limited natural resources 
and small geographical size. This economic 
transformation contributed to raising income 
levels, making Singapore’s GDP per capita 
among the highest in the world, reaching ap-
proximately USD 90,674 in 2024, according to 
World Bank data.

One of the most important lessons learned 
is that a knowledge-based economy re-
quires a long-term vision, effective align-
ment between education and labor market 
needs, and an integrated national innova-
tion system. This can be achieved in Oman 
by increasing expenditure on research and 
development, upgrading educational cur-
ricula, strengthening partnerships between 
universities and the private sector, improving 
the legislative environment for digital invest-
ment, supporting entrepreneurship, expand-
ing digital transformation programs, and in-
vesting in future industries.

In conclusion, the knowledge-based econ-
omy is no longer an optional development 
pathway; it has become a strategic necessi-
ty imposed by global transformations and 
future requirements. Oil may generate tem-
porary wealth, but knowledge is what en-
sures its sustainability. If Oman succeeds in 
transforming intellectual capital into a gen-
uine productive force, it will be able to build 
a more diversified, stable, and prosperous 
economy that keeps pace with the future and 
fulfills the aspirations of future generations.

July
202642 43

July
2026



Muscat -          :

The Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ), 
during an expanded meeting bring-
ing together real estate developers, 
business leaders, representatives of 
private sector companies, and fi-
nancing and banking institutions, 
presented the master plan for the 
Duqm Waterfront Tourism Develop-
ment Project as part of its efforts to 
strengthen partnerships with the pri-
vate sector and attract quality invest-
ments to the Special Economic Zone 
at Duqm (SEZAD).

The meeting, attended by His Ex-
cellency Qais bin Mohammed Al 
Yousef, Chairman of OPAZ, along 
with a number of real estate devel-
opers, representatives of private sec-
tor companies, financing institutions, 
and banks, aimed to present the de-
velopment and tourism vision for the 
Duqm waterfront master plan and 
showcase key investment opportuni-
ties and proposed tourism and real 
estate projects, contributing to rein-
forcing Duqm’s position as a promis-
ing investment and tourism destina-
tion in the region.

The master plan covers an area of 

31 square kilometres and features a 
15-kilometre waterfront endowed 
with unique natural assets. It com-
bines beaches, rock formations, and 
distinctive landscapes, creating an 
integrated destination that brings 
together luxury tourism, upscale resi-
dential living, eco-tourism, and recre-
ational activities.

The project is based on a long-term 
vision aimed at transforming the wa-
terfront of the Special Economic Zone 
at Duqm into a vibrant urban and 
tourism hub, supported by a world-
class port, an integrated marina, and 
multi-purpose hospitality and leisure 
facilities. The proposed master plan 
includes the development of more 
than 2,600 hotel hospitality units by 
2040, over 3,700 residential units, 
and more than 63,000 square metres 
of commercial space, in addition to 
cultural and entertainment facili-
ties extending across more than one 
million square metres. The project 
is expected to attract approximately 
370,000 visitors annually, reflecting 
the scale of opportunities available 
to investors and developers in the 
tourism, hospitality, real estate, and 
retail sectors.

The project enjoys a strategic loca-
tion linking Muscat and Salalah and 

is supported by advanced infrastruc-
ture, including Duqm International 
Airport, the Port of Duqm, and mod-
ern road networks. It also benefits 
from the investment incentives of-
fered by SEZAD, including tax exemp-
tions of up to 30 years, 100 per cent 
foreign ownership, and land usufruct 
rights for up to 99 years, further en-
hancing its attractiveness to local and 
international investors. By the end 
of last year, the total committed in-
vestment in the tourism sector within 
SEZAD had exceeded RO 853 million.

Tourism investments in Duqm in-
clude 21 hotels, 10 hotel apartment 
projects, and a multi-facility tourism 
development comprising hotels, villas, 
and serviced apartments. These fig-
ures reflect growing demand for tour-
ism services in the region, increasing 
numbers of tourists and visitors, an 
active business environment, and the 
facilities and incentives provided by 
OPAZ and the management of SEZAD. 

Statistics issued by the management 
of SEZAD indicate that the total num-
ber of completed tourism projects 
had reached 16 by the end of last 
year, while 11 projects were under 
construction and 5 projects had not 
yet commenced construction. The 
new Duqm waterfront master plan 

reflects the transition of SEZAD from 
the stage of providing infrastructure 
and supporting services to the stage 
of creating a fully integrated tourism 
destination through the develop-
ment of an urban and tourism envi-
ronment that combines residential, 
leisure, hospitality, and commercial 
components. This will enhance its 
ability to attract quality capital and 
increase the contribution of the tour-
ism sector to economic diversification 
in line with Oman Vision 2040.

Duqm also benefits from its unique 
geographical location on the Arabian 

Sea, as well as an extensive water-
front area covering 31 square kilo-
metres within the new master plan, 
providing opportunities for the devel-
opment of diverse tourism projects, 
including beachfront resorts, tourism 
marinas, recreational facilities, and 
eco-tourism attractions such as the 
Rock Garden and adventure tourism 
activities. The area also enjoys rel-
atively moderate summer weather, 
making it an additional attraction for 
domestic and regional tourism.

During the meeting, OPAZ empha-
sised that the development of the 

Duqm waterfront represents a pivotal 
milestone within its plans to maxim-
ise the economic value of the location 
and create an integrated urban and 
tourism environment that responds 
to market requirements and keeps 
pace with global trends in the devel-
opment of sustainable coastal cities.

The meeting forms part of a series 
of initiatives implemented by OPAZ 
to enhance investment opportunities, 
expand partnerships with the private 
sector, and accelerate development 
in SEZAD, in alignment with the ob-
jectives of Oman Vision 2040.

Presenting Investment Opportunities of the Duqm 
Waterfront Master Plan to Developers and Business Leaders

Tourism 
Investments in 

Duqm

Investment Incentives

Project Advantages

hotels

hotel 
apartment 

projects

completed 
tourism 
projects

projects 
under 
construction

projects where 
construction has 
not yet commenced

21

16115

10

Duqm 
Water-
front

Tourism 
master 

plan area

Length of the 
waterfront

3115

2,600+

3,700+

30100%99

63000

370000

1.000.000+

km²km²

m²m²
Hotel hospitality 
units (by 2040) Residential units Commercial space

Cultural and entertainment facilities visitors annually

million

RO

Target visitor
capacity

853

Total committed investment 
in the tourism sector

year tax 
exemptions

foreign
ownership

year land
usufruct rights

An integrated tourism 
and investment destina-
tion on the Arabian Sea

Offers promising investment 
opportunities in tourism, hospitality, 

real estate, and retail sectors

Aligned with Oman Vision 2040 
objectives and contributes to 

economic diversification

A strategic location linking 
Muscat and Salalah through 

advanced infrastructure

Supported by Duqm Interna-
tional Airport, Port of Duqm, 

and marina facilities
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supporting related sectors, localising 
knowledge and providing high-quality 
employment opportunities in line with 
the objectives of Oman Vision 2040.

The establishment of the Internation-
al Financial Centre of Oman, issued 
under Royal Decree No. (8/2026), is 
aligned with the Sultanate of Oman’s 
strategic directions aimed at diversify-
ing the national economy, strengthen-
ing its position as a global centre for fi-
nancial services, attracting capital and 
supporting innovation.

Objectives of the Centre
The centre aims to create an attrac-

tive environment for investments, 
commercial banks and global financial 
institutions specialising in convention-
al and Islamic banking services, finan-
cial and insurance services and other 
supporting activities, in addition to 
facilitating knowledge transfer and 
providing high-quality employment 
opportunities in the financial and 
banking sectors.

The establishment of the centre re-
flects the Sultanate of Oman’s commit-
ment to building a reliable and effi-
cient financial ecosystem that provides 
advanced services meeting the needs 
of global investors and institutions, 
supported by administrative, finan-
cial and legislative independence, and 
the development of regulatory, legal 
and judicial frameworks aligned with 
international standards and based on 
the principles of English Common Law.

Governance, Incentives and Exemp-
tions

According to the centre’s law, its 
governance is based on a Board of Di-

rectors appointed by His Majesty the 
Sultan, along with three independent 
entities: the Centre Authority, the Fi-
nancial Services Regulatory Authority 
of the centre, and the Dispute Resolu-
tion Authority.

The centre will be headquartered in 
Madinat Al Irfan, with the possibility 
of expansion to other locations in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the 
law. It will also provide a package of 
incentives and tax exemptions of up 
to 50 years to attract financial invest-
ments and supporting sectors.

During the coming phase, the centre 
will work on completing legislative 
and regulatory frameworks, engaging 
stakeholders, targeted companies and 
legal experts, in addition to establish-
ing the operational frameworks neces-
sary to launch its activities and begin 
full operations during the current year.

Strengthening the Role of the Finan-
cial Sector and Investment Manage-
ment

In this context, H.E. Sultan bin Sa-
lem Al Habsi, Minister of Finance and 
Chairman of the Supervisory Com-
mittee for the centre’s establishment 
phase, said that the establishment of 
the International Financial Centre of 
Oman will contribute to strengthen-
ing the role of the financial sector in 
achieving economic diversification ob-
jectives, in integration with efforts to 
develop the financial and investment 
sectors and the Sultanate of Oman’s 
future directions.

He added that the centre will serve 
as an enabling environment for man-
aging investments, establishing com-
panies and building commercial part-

nerships, benefiting from facilitating 
capital flows and financial services 
and supporting financial innovation. 
He also emphasised that the Sultanate 
possesses important competitive ad-
vantages, including political stability, 
investment attractiveness and interna-
tional economic partnerships.

Stability, Integrity and Efficiency
Meanwhile, H.E. Abdulsalam bin 

Mohammed Al Murshidi, President of 
the Oman Investment Authority (OIA) 
and a member of the project’s super-
visory committee, affirmed that the 
establishment of the centre represents 
the culmination of efforts aimed at 
achieving financial stability and eco-
nomic diversification.

He noted that the centre reflects the 
leadership’s commitment to creating 
an attractive investment environ-
ment that strengthens the Sultanate 
of Oman’s position as a financial hub 
characterised by stability, integrity and 
efficiency.

He added that the centre will fea-
ture advanced infrastructure for finan-
cial services and provide a secure and 
transparent environment for institu-
tions and investors, making it a stra-
tegic destination for capital and con-
tributing to achieving the objectives of 
Oman Vision 2040, particularly in the 
field of economic diplomacy.

Developing the Economic and Finan-
cial Ecosystem

For his part, H.E. Eng. Ahmed bin 
Hassan Al Dheeb, Deputy Chairman 
of the Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ), 
said that the establishment of the In-

Based on the Principles of English Common Law and Set for Operational Launch This Year

H.E. Ahmed Al Dheeb: 
Integration between the 

centre and economic zones 
enhances capital flows and 

accelerates investment 
decision-making

H.E. Mahmood Al-Awaini: 
Integrated competitive 
advantages make the 

centre a leading destina-
tion for companies and 

investors

H.E. Ahmed Al Sharqi: 
The centre enhances eco-
nomic diversification and 

attracts foreign direct 
investment

Muscat – Duqm Economist

The establishment of the Interna-
tional Financial Centre of Oman (IFC 
Oman) represents a qualitative shift in 
the economic and investment devel-
opment framework in the Sultanate 
of Oman, serving as a strategic pillar 
that enhances the integration of fi-
nancial and investment policies with 
production, manufacturing and export 
enablers, and supports the creation of 
an advanced business environment ca-
pable of attracting quality capital and 
stimulating sustainable growth.

The role of the centre is not limited 
to attracting global financial institu-
tions. It goes beyond that to form an 
integrated financing and regulatory 
platform that contributes to support-
ing special economic zones, free zones 
and industrial cities by facilitating 
capital flows, providing innovative fi-
nancing tools and strengthening the 
confidence of local and international 
investors, thereby enhancing the ef-
ficiency of investment decision-mak-
ing and strengthening the Sultanate’s 
competitiveness regionally and glob-
ally.

The centre is expected to contrib-

ute to enabling major industrial, logis-
tics and investment projects by linking 
them to an independent and flexible 
financial and legislative ecosystem 

based on international best practic-
es. This will enhance their capacity to 
expand, increase value addition and 
accelerate implementation, while also 

H.E. Abdulsalam Al 
Murshidi: The centre 
represents advanced 
infrastructure and a 

secure and transparent 
financial environment 

for investors

H.E. Sultan Al Habsi: The 
centre provides an en-
abling environment for 
managing investments, 
establishing companies 
and supporting financial 

innovation

International Financial Centre of Oman:
A Strategic Step to Strengthen the National 

Economy and Attract Investments
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ternational Financial Centre of Oman 
represents a qualitative transforma-
tion in developing the economic and 
financial ecosystem in the Sultanate 
of Oman.

He explained that the centre em-
bodies an integrated strategic vision 
linking the financial sector directly 
with investment and production en-
ablers in economic zones.

He added that the centre constitutes 
a key pillar for enabling high-value 
investments through an independent 
financial and legislative ecosystem 
capable of supporting the financing 
of major projects in strategic sectors 
including manufacturing, logistics, 
renewable energy, green hydrogen 
and advanced technologies.

Efficiency of Capital Flows
He also indicated that integration 

between the centre and special eco-
nomic zones and free zones will en-
hance the efficiency of capital flows, 
strengthen confidence among inter-
national investors and contribute to 
attracting long-term investments and 
strategic partnerships.

He affirmed that OPAZ is working 
to align investment policies and in-
centives with the centre’s regulatory 
frameworks to ensure an integrat-
ed business environment combining 
advanced infrastructure, attractive 
legislation, effective governance and 
ease of doing business.

Global Best Practices and Competi-
tive Advantages

Meanwhile, H.E. Mahmood bin 
Abdullah Al-Awaini, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Ministry of Finance and 
Chairman of the Executive Commit-
tee for the establishment project, 
explained that the establishment of 

the centre complements the ongoing 
development of the financial sector, 
particularly in light of improvements 
in Oman’s economic indicators and 
sovereign credit ratings.

He added that the establishment 
of the centre follows a carefully 
studied approach based on global 
best practices and aligned with the 
competitive advantages enjoyed by 
the Sultanate of Oman, including its 
strategic geographic location, politi-
cal stability and strong international 
relations.

A Strategic Step
In the same context, H.E. Ahmed 

bin Said Al Sharqi, Chairman of the 
Economic Committee of the Shura 
Council, said that the establishment 
of the International Financial Centre 
of Oman represents a strategic step 
toward building a modern financial 
economy capable of competing re-
gionally and internationally, and em-
bodies the far-sighted vision of His 
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik – 
may Allah protect and preserve him.

He explained that the centre repre-
sents an independent financial and 
legislative entity that provides a se-
cure and attractive environment for 
international companies, and aims 
to enhance the contribution of the 
financial sector to the gross domestic 
product, attract quality investments, 
support financial innovation and 
modern technologies, and create 
high-quality employment opportuni-
ties for Omani youth.

He noted that the centre will at-
tract a wide range of sectors, in-
cluding global banks, asset manage-
ment companies, investment funds, 
venture capital, sustainable finance 
markets, and financial technology, in 
addition to professional firms in the 
fields of legal services, auditing and 
consulting.

Efforts to Diversify Sources of Income
The Sultanate of Oman continues 

its efforts to enhance the competi-
tiveness of the national economy and 
diversify sources of income through 
developing the financial sector to 
become one of the main drivers of 
sustainable economic growth, as the 
establishment of specialised financial 
centres represents a natural response 
to the rapid transformations in the 
global economy and the growing 
role of financial, banking and tech-
nological services.

An advanced financing 
and regulatory platform 

supporting the sustainable 
growth of special economic 
zones, free zones and indus-

trial cities.

Tax incentives and exemp-
tions of up to 50 years to 

attract financial investments 
and supporting sectors.

A reliable and efficient 
financial ecosystem aligned 

with international stand-
ards serving investors and 

global institutions.

Enabling major industri-
al and logistics projects 

through an independent 
and flexible financial and 

legislative framework.

nbo.om
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global corporate 
banking standards

Cash and Liquidity 
Management 

WPS and Payroll 
Services

Remote Deposit 
Capture

Online Trade 
Finance Services

Escrow and Custody 
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Transfers and Bulk 
Payments
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Al Duqm -          :

The Special Economic Zone at Duqm 
celebrated the inauguration of the first 
phase of the “Maysan Square Duqm – Res-
idence” project, which comprises 104 res-
idential units alongside 130 diverse com-
mercial units that have attracted investors 
from 22 countries, with an investment 
value estimated at approximately RO 10 
million.

The inauguration ceremony was held 
under the patronage of H.E. Qais bin Mo-
hammed Al Yousef, Chairman of the Pub-
lic Authority for Special Economic Zones 
and Free Zones (OPAZ). 

Sadiq Jaffer, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and CEO of Maysan Properties 
Company, said that the project is the first 
integrated business district in the Special 
Economic Zone at Duqm. It extends over a 

total area of 122,000 square metres and is 
being developed in several phases. Upon 
completion, it will comprise 20 buildings 
distributed across the residential, com-
mercial, hospitality and retail sectors, in-
cluding 424 fully serviced residential units.

He added in his speech that the project 
represents a qualitative leap in the real es-
tate development sector, as it is the first 
integrated business district that brings 
together residential, commercial, hospi-
tality and business components within a 
modern urban environment designed in 
accordance with the highest international 
standards.

He pointed out that the project reflects 
the growing confidence of international 
investors in the economic and investment 
future of the Special Economic Zone at 
Duqm, as a modern urban landmark that 
embodies the level of civilisational and ur-
ban development.

The first phase comprises 104 
residential units alongside 

130 diverse commercial units

Attracted investors from 22 
countries with an invest-
ment value estimated at 

approximately RO 10 million

The project covers a total 
area of 122,000 square me-
tres and, upon completion, 
will include 20 mixed-use 

buildings comprising 424 ful-
ly serviced residential units

An Integrated Ecosystem Localising Food
Production, Storage and Manufacturing Projects

Million Investments in the Food 
City at Khazaen Economic City

181
The Food City at Khazaen Economic City continues its strategic role 

in increasing the added value of food products, supporting economic 
diversification, and strengthening the food security ecosystem in the 
Sultanate of Oman.

Key Existing Projects

Investment Volume

Food City Objectives

Silal Central 
Market for 
Vegetables 
and Fruits

Supporting national 
industries

Enhancing the 
efficiency of food 

supply chains
Promoting self-

sufficiency

Attracting local 
and international 

investments

Oman Bio 
Products 
Company

Food Develop-
ment Compa-
ny for Bakery 
Products

millionprojects and signed 
agreements

RO

RO

Inauguration of the First Integrated Business 
District in the Special Economic Zone at Duqm
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as Vale Amazônia BioPark, a 30-hectare 
reserve located within the heart of the 
national forest. There, I observed several 
species of Brazilian big cats, colourful ma-
caws, and various species of monkeys and 
birds unlike any I had seen before, along-
side rare animals living in a protected nat-
ural environment. The park also supports 
scientific research programmes dedicated 
to preserving endangered species.

As we prepared to leave, the team ac-
companying us paused so that we could 
leave a lasting mark on this place. It was a 
beautiful idea. One member of the group 
explained that trees planted by previous 
visiting delegations decades ago still stand 
today. Indeed, we planted a tree our-
selves. I cannot recall its exact species — 
perhaps a pine tree or a baobab.

My visit to Carajás demonstrated that 
the future of heavy industry can preserve 
both people and nature simultaneous-
ly. Vale has protected the environment 
through technology and advanced ma-
chinery that extract resources from deep 
within the earth while minimising acci-
dents, all while helping to keep the lungs 
of the world alive through its commitment 
to environmental and social responsibility.

Vale in Sohar: Adding Value to Global Iron
Vale operates one of its most significant 

global projects in the Sohar Freezone 

through its industrial complex at Sohar 
Port, which commenced operations in the 
Sultanate of Oman in 2011. Today, the 
Sohar complex serves as Vale’s gateway to 
regional markets, supplying iron and steel 
producers in Oman and across the Gulf 
with high-quality raw materials while sup-
porting local downstream industries.

More importantly, according to availa-
ble information, Vale is currently explor-
ing new opportunities in Oman related 
to low-carbon iron production and hy-
drogen-based solutions, in line with the 
country’s ambition to achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2050.

As clean energy and heavy industrial pro-
jects continue to expand in Sohar and the 
Special Economic Zone at Duqm, Oman 
appears increasingly positioned to become 
a new strategic hub for Vale in the region 
— not merely as a logistics gateway, but as 
an industrial base for the future.

My visit to Carajás proved that the future 
is not distant; it is already happening. In 
Brazil, mines are being operated through 
artificial intelligence. In Oman, the future 
of iron is being reshaped through value 
addition and clean energy. Between the 
two, Vale is writing a new chapter in the 
story of global industry.

Carajás -          :

Carajás: The Reporter
I never imagined that a journey to one of 

the deepest reaches of Brazil’s lush green 
forests would also be a journey into the 
future and technology, where pristine 
nature meets some of the most advanced 
innovations ever developed. From the Ca-
rajás Complex, operated by Vale in Brazil, 
I bring you the story of the rise of one of 
the world’s largest mining companies — a 
company that supplies the planet with the 
lifeblood of iron ore and other minerals, 
and now manages its massive operations 
without a human hand touching the steer-
ing wheel.

Massive Terraces and Open-Pit Mines
Standing on a viewing platform overlook-

ing the Carajás open-pit mine — the largest 
of its kind on Earth — I witnessed a sight 
unlike anything I had ever seen before. The 
breathtaking landscape revealed an enor-
mous pit of red rock terraces descending 
deep into the ground, stretching beyond 
the horizon amid towering forest trees.

Here lies an astonishing reserve of iron 
ore and various minerals, supplying more 
than half of Vale’s annual production to 
steel mills around the world. Yet what was 
most remarkable was not the scale itself, 
but the absence of the human sounds typ-
ically associated with traditional mining 
sites. Here, only the sounds of machinery 
and mining equipment can be heard.
A Smart Control Centre and Autonomous 
Machines

I then moved to the mine’s operations 

headquarters, an advanced digital control 
centre resembling the command rooms 
used in major football stadiums — per-
haps even larger. Behind vast glass screens 
and dressed in professional attire, engi-
neers oversee operations through touch-
screens and artificial intelligence systems, 
located kilometres away from the actual 
mining areas.

From these digital windows, I watched 
a fleet of giant hydraulic haul trucks with 
capacities exceeding 320 tonnes move pre-
cisely across the mine. They climbed and 
descended slopes and positioned them-
selves beneath massive excavators without 
a single driver inside their cabins. These 
mechanical giants, together with auton-
omous excavators, are operated entirely 
through software. According to company 
data, this digital transformation has im-
proved safety, reduced fuel consumption 
by 11 per cent, and increased productivi-
ty by the same percentage. One employ-
ee confirmed that operations continue 
around the clock, 24 hours a day, stopping 
only in the event of technical failures.

The Amazon Environmental Oasis: A Pro-
ject of Hope

Leaving behind the noise of machinery, 
I headed towards the company’s environ-
mental and human dimension. Mining has 
long been associated with environmental 
destruction and pollution, yet Carajás pre-
sents a noteworthy model. Vale oversees 
the protection and management of one 
million hectares of surrounding Amazon 
rainforest — an area equivalent to ten 
times the size of its mining operations.

I visited the open wildlife park known 

How the World’s Largest Iron Ore Mine Is How the World’s Largest Iron Ore Mine Is 
Run by Human Minds and Machine Muscle?Run by Human Minds and Machine Muscle?

Carajás Mine in Numbers

Smart Operations and Technology

Sustainability and Environment Vale in Sohar – Sohar FreezoneVale’s Global Presence

The world’s largest open-pit iron ore mine, 
operated by Vale S.A. in Brazil Estimated reserves exceeding 7.2 billion 

tonnes of high-grade iron ore
Iron content reaches up toAnnual production from 

the Carajás Complex is 
approximately

 %6.7
177 among the highest globally

Vale’s total iron ore 
production exceeded

million tonnes in its 
latest reported figuresmillion 

tonnes

328

Autonomous haul trucks with capacities 
of up to 320 tonnes each

An 892-kilometre railway 
network linking Carajás to 

export terminals

Fuel consumption reduced 
by 11 per cent through 
digital transformation

Continuous operations 
24 hours a day

Operations in more than 
30 countries

More than 
120,000 

employees and 
contractors

Annual 
revenues of 

approximately 
US$39.8 billion

Net profit 
exceeding 

US$6.2 billion

Vale exports iron ore to:

• China, the largest importer
• Japan
• South Korea
• Germany
• The Netherlands
• Türkiye
• The Sultanate of Oman

Vale manages and 
protects more than 
800,000 hectares of 
Amazon rainforest

The protected 
environmen-

tal area is 
several times 
larger than 
the mining 
footprint

Operations commenced in Sohar in 2011

Investment value 
exceeds US$1.35 

billion

Pelletising plant 
capacity of up to 
9 million tonnes 

annually.

Key Export Markets

Carajás mines have evolved
into a model of a low-cost,
low-emissions automated

industrial economy

From Brazil to the Sultanate 
of Oman: iron value chains 
are advancing towards the 

global green economy.

Carajás is managed through 
artificial intelligence, while 
in Oman the future of iron 
is being reshaped through 

clean energy and val-
ue-added industries.

The visit proved that the fu-
ture of heavy industries can 

protect both people and 
nature at the same time.

Amazon Giant:Amazon Giant:
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presence within its luxurious fragrance 
compositions.

He explained that the brand’s visual 
identity was also inspired by local herit-
age, with perfume bottles designed to 
reflect the details of the Omani dishdasha, 
while the cap draws inspiration from the 
traditional kumma, complemented by sil-
ver accents representing the aesthetics of 
the Omani marriyah, creating a visual ex-
pression that combines heritage with con-
temporary elegance.

Al Hinai noted that while preserving its 
Omani identity, Omanluxury has collab-
orated with some of the world’s leading 
perfumers to create products that rival 
the finest international brands in terms of 
quality, innovation, and uniqueness.

International Expansion
and Growing Presence

Moatasim Al Hinai affirmed that prod-
uct quality and a distinctive brand identity 
have contributed significantly to the com-
pany’s expansion beyond Oman. Within a 
relatively short period, the brand success-
fully entered several regional and interna-
tional markets, including GCC countries, 
Europe, India, and China, strengthening 
the presence of Omani fragrances within 
the global luxury fragrance sector.

He added that the brand continues to re-
inforce its international position through 
the launch of specialized niche fragrance 
collections that focus on uniqueness and 
individuality in composition and identi-
ty. These include Royal Incense, which 
embodies boldness and creativity; Zafar, 
inspired by Dhofari incense; and Caden, 
which reflects the spirit of Omani hospi-
tality.

International Awards and
Industrial Excellence

The owner of Oman Luxury Company 

stated that Omanluxury has won several 
international awards and recognitions, 
underscoring the quality of its products 
and its growing standing within the luxury 
fragrance sector. The brand was awarded 
the Best Niche Fragrance Award 2025 at 
Beautyworld Middle East 2025 for its fra-
grance “Caden,” an achievement that re-
flects the ability of Omani brands to com-
pete successfully in global markets.

100,000 Perfume Bottles Annually
Regarding production operations, 

Moatasim Al Hinai explained that the fac-
tory includes specialized production lines 
equipped with the latest technologies 
used in luxury fragrance manufacturing. 
Products undergo meticulous stages that 
include fragrance development, filling, 
and packaging according to internation-
al quality standards that preserve the 
uniqueness of the Omani product and en-
hance its competitiveness in international 
markets.

He added that the company’s annual 
production volume reaches approximately 

100,000 perfume bottles, which are mar-
keted locally while a significant portion is 
exported to regional and global markets 
as part of the brand’s ongoing expansion 
plans aimed at strengthening its interna-
tional presence and reinforcing the posi-
tion of Omani luxury fragrances world-
wide.

He further noted that the company’s fac-
tory in Rusayl Industrial City has received 
recognition from authorities concerned 
with industry and entrepreneurship for its 
commitment to implementing the highest 
standards of quality and production, as 
well as its contribution to strengthening 
national industry and increasing local add-
ed value.

A National Industry with a Global Identity
Omanluxury believes that cultural iden-

tity lies at the core of its brand. Its prod-
ucts are inspired by Oman’s rich fragrance 
heritage, with a strong focus on utilizing 
local raw materials and collaborating with 
national talents and global experts spe-
cializing in perfumery.

Muscat -          :

Omanluxury has successfully established 
itself as one of Oman’s most prominent 
success stories in the specialized manufac-
turing and luxury fragrance sector. Start-
ing from Rusayl Industrial City, the brand 
has expanded its reach to numerous re-
gional and international markets, driven 
by an ambitious national vision that com-
bines authentic Omani identity with glob-
al standards of innovation and quality.

Over a journey spanning nearly 14 years, 
the Omani brand has transformed from 
an emerging entrepreneurial venture into 
a specialized fragrance house compet-
ing with leading global luxury fragrance 
brands by offering products that embody 
the spirit of Oman and translate its cultur-
al and natural heritage into sophisticated 

fragrances with international appeal.

A Journey Driven by a National Vision
Omanluxury was established in 2012 by 

Omani entrepreneurs Moatasim Al Hinai 
and Moath Al Sanawi with a vision to of-
fer a fragrance experience that reflects the 
depth of Omani culture and the diversity 
of its natural landscapes while reinterpret-
ing Omani heritage in a contemporary 
form capable of reaching international 
markets.

The idea was not limited to establish-
ing a conventional commercial venture; 
rather, it emerged as an initiative carrying 
both cultural and economic value, aimed 
at showcasing the significance of Omani 
fragrances and strengthening their pres-
ence within the global fragrance industry 
through products that express national 

identity in a refined and luxurious manner.
Through its factory in Rusayl Industrial 

City, the company continues to develop 
and manufacture specialized fragrances 
according to the highest international 
quality standards, focusing on blending 
Omani authenticity with modern trends in 
luxury perfumery.

Omani Heritage at the Heart
of the Product

Moatasim bin Rashid Al Hinai, owner 
of Oman Luxury Company, said that the 
brand has remained committed since its 
inception to incorporating authentic Om-
ani elements into every aspect of its prod-
ucts. Omani frankincense, particularly that 
sourced from Dhofar Governorate, has 
become a key ingredient in several of its 
fragrances, serving as a symbol of Oman’s 

From a Local Idea to a Global Brand.. 
Omanluxury Reinforces the Presence of Omanluxury Reinforces the Presence of 
Omani Luxury Fragrances from Rusayl Omani Luxury Fragrances from Rusayl 

Industrial City to International MarketsIndustrial City to International Markets
Established in 2012 by 
Omani entrepreneurs 

Moatasim Al Hinai and 
Moath Al Sanawi

Nearly 14 years 
of experience in 
luxury fragrance 
manufacturing.

Integrates Omani iden-
tity and local heritage 
into fragrance designs 

and compositions.

Uses Dhofari Omani frankincense 
as a key ingredient in several 

fragrances.

g p

ense 
ral 

Collaborates with some of the 
world’s leading perfumers

Winner of the Best 
Niche Fragrance 
Award 2025 at 

Beautyworld Middle 
East for its fragrance 

“Caden”.

Launched specialized niche fragrance 
collections that reflect uniqueness 

and Omani identity, including:

Royal 
Incense

Zafar Caden

GCC countries
Europe

India
China

Expanded into markets across:

Factory equipped with the 
latest luxury fragrance manu-

facturing technologies.

Annual production volume reaches 
approximately 100,000 perfume 

A 
significant 
portion of 
production 
is exported 
to regional 
and global 
markets.

Packaging 
designs 

inspired by:

The Omani 
dishdasha

The traditional 
kumma

The Omani 
marriyah

Moatasim Al Hinai: Annual 
production reaches approx-

imately 100,000 perfume 
bottles, marketed locally 
with a significant portion 
exported to regional and 

global markets
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Thumrait Industrial City: Your Promising 
Logistics and Industrial Gateway

Invest in an advanced business environment that supports the private sector 
and opens wide horizons for growth and success in the Sultanate of Oman

Empowering the private sector and enhancing 
sustainable economic development in the 
Sultanate of Oman

Location
Dhofar Governorate

Year of Establishment 
Announcement

2016

Total Area
4 million square metres

Managed and Operated by
Public Establishment for 

Industrial Estates (Madayn)

Activities Basic Information

Key Advantages of Thumrait Industrial City

Project Components

Vision

Mining

Mineral 
Processing

Agricultural 
Products

Logistics 
Services

Developing 
the industrial, 

logistics, 
developmental, 

and social 
sectors in Dhofar 

Governorate.

Strategic Location
Located in the south of the 
Sultanate of Oman, near 
Salalah Port and Salalah 
International Airport.

Efficient Market Access

The Thumrait Industrial City 
development project includes:

Seamless connectivity to GCC and 
global markets through land, sea, 

and air transport networks

Modern and integrated infrastructure
Attractive investment incentives, 

including tax and customs benefits

Construction and equipping 
of administrative and service 
buildings, and public facilities

Implementation 
of roads, electrical 

extensions, and water 
networks

Construction of two 
wastewater treatment 

plants

Provision of 
engineering 
consultancy 

services

Easy access to natural resources that Easy access to natural resources that 
support commercial and industrial sectorssupport commercial and industrial sectors

area provides a competitive advantage for attracting 
diverse industries, including mining, gypsum, cement, 

and construction materials industries, as well as food and 
processing industries.

Competitive Advantage To
Attract Diverse Industries

Proximity to concession 
areas, quarry sites, and the 

Najd agricultural

The Artificial Intelligence Special Zone 
and How to Benefit from It

This zone was 
never intend-
ed to be a 
conventional 
real estate or 
investment 
project; rather, 
it was designed 
as an integrat-
ed platform for 
a new economy 
built on data, 
cloud comput-
ing, data cen-
tres, advanced 
technologies, 
cybersecurity, 
smart solutions, 
and unmanned 
aerial systems.

Saleh Nabhan Al Maamari
Editor-in-Chief of Duqm Economist Magazine

There is no disagreement today that artificial intelligence represents the 
fastest-evolving field of our modern era and one of the most important 
sectors in which countries, institutions, and individuals are racing to invest 
and benefit from its rapidly advancing capabilities. Its applications have 
come to touch various vital sectors, ranging from the economy, security, 
education, and healthcare to knowledge and innovation, in addition to its 
growing role in supporting decision-making at strategic levels.

The national step to establish the Artificial Intelligence Special Zone, pur-
suant to Royal Decree No. (50/2026), comes as a practical translation of 
Oman’s future vision and embodies a strategic direction with economic 
and developmental dimensions that extend beyond technology, contribut-
ing to reshaping the national economy over the coming decades.

The establishment of this zone reflects a conscious reading of the trans-
formations taking place in the global economy and an understanding that 
future competitiveness will not be based solely on traditional resources, 
but rather on possessing knowledge, producing technologies and soft-
ware, attracting talent, building innovation ecosystems, and nurturing 
young minds emerging from Omani and international universities, along-
side establishing specialised companies that invest in advanced technolo-
gies and benefit from the investment environment provided by the zone, 
supported by the incentives and facilities stipulated in the Law of Special 
Economic Zones and Free Zones issued by Royal Decree No. (38/2025).

This zone was intended not to be a conventional real estate or invest-
ment project, but rather an integrated platform for a new economy built 
on data, cloud computing, data centres, advanced technologies, cyberse-
curity, smart solutions, unmanned aerial systems, and other future tech-
nologies, laying the foundation for a new phase in the economic diversifi-
cation journey pursued by the Sultanate of Oman under the objectives of 
Oman Vision 2040.

The zone covers an area of approximately 104,000 square metres in a 
strategic location adjacent to Muscat International Airport, giving it a com-
petitive advantage in attracting quality investments and developing an 
advanced technological ecosystem capable of drawing global companies 
operating in semiconductors, data centres, artificial intelligence, and other 
high-value-added digital industries.

The Sultanate of Oman possesses a strategic opportunity to strengthen 
its position in this growing global market, benefiting from its geographical 
location, political stability, flexible legislative environment, and the availa-
bility of the infrastructure necessary for investment.

If the zone succeeds in attracting global companies, localising research 
and development activities, and building effective partnerships with uni-
versities, colleges, and innovation centres, it will not merely be a special-
ised economic zone, but rather the nucleus of a new Omani economy driv-
en by knowledge, where algorithms and data generate economic value 
exceeding that of traditional resources, making artificial intelligence one 
of the most important drivers of growth and sustainable development in 
the Sultanate of Oman during the coming phase.
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Zone Services Platform
A Digital Gateway to Investment Opportunities and Integrated Services

The Digital Services Platform (Zone Services) is the unified digital gateway established by the Public Authority for Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ) to explore investment opportunities and access integrated services across Special Economic Zones, Free 
Zones, and Industrial Cities in the Sultanate of Oman. The platform aims to enable investors to directly access promising opportuni-
ties and benefit from a comprehensive digital services ecosystem that simplifies procedures and accelerates transaction processing, 
thereby enhancing the efficiency of the business environment and reinforcing Oman’s attractiveness as an investment destination.

Digital Services for Investors and Companies

Real-time application tracking
Integration with relevant authorities
Flexible and secure investment environment

Permits and Contracts Management
Digital Investor Services

Unified digital platform for investors

Easy and fast electronic procedures

Digital issuance of permits and licences

OMAP Interactive Land Map
Electronic Ticketing System

Electronic Application Tracking

Smart Tools for Successful Investment

A Seamless Journey…
Greater Investments

Gateway to Successful Investment

Text size and page direction controls
Flexible and responsive digital design

Easy access and user-friendly experience

Compatibility with screen readers

Second: Commercial and Investment Services
• Investment Application
• Commercial Registration of the Project
• Amendment of Commercial Registration Details
• Industrial Activity Licence
• Investor Work Permit
• Commercial Activity Licence
• Issuance or Renewal of Environmental Permit
          – Category I / II / III

First: Permit and Licence Issuance Services
• Signage and Advertising Board Permit
• Building Permit
• Building Completion Certificate
• Infrastructure Services and Excavation Permit
• Temporary Workers’ Camp Permit
• Building Permit Renewal

Integration among relevant authorities

Enhanced investment and business environment

Application tracking and electronic payment

Issuance of documents and permits in digital format

Unified digital services platform

Simplified procedures for investors

Fully electronic transaction processing

Fast issuance of permits and licences

OMAP

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•

Fourth: Temporary Contract 
Service Providers Management
• Registration / Appointment 

of Temporary Contract Service 
Providers

• Replacement of Temporary 
Contract Service Providers

Third: Environmental 
Services
• Environmental 

Licences
• Environmental Audit 

Report

Fifth: Contract Services
• Usufruct Agreement 

Cancellation
• Usufruct Agreement 

Amendment

Key Platform Advantages


